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INTO  THE  CAUSES 


OF      THE 


INSURRECTION  OF  THE  NEGROES 


IN  THE   ISLANT> 


St.    DOMINGO, 


FTER  a  conteft  of  five  years  between  the  Friends 
^^^  _^  of  Juftice  and  the  African  Slave-DealerB,  the  morale 
phyiicalj  and  polirical  evils  of  that  difgraceful  traffick, 
have  been  fully  developed  and  afcertained  to  the  king- 
dom at  large.  The  conviction  of  truth  has  been  followed 
by  the  glow  of  honelt  indignation,  and  the  voice  of  the 
people  has  called  upon  their  Legifiators,  to  waih  away  the 
national  (lain.  Contradi6led  in  their  bold  aiTertions,  and 
refuted  in  their  arguments,  the  abettors  of  this  trade  had 
almoil  withdrawn  themfelves  from  a  ftruggle,  in  which 
their  own  weapons  recoiled  upon  themfelves :  for  it  may 
-juftly  be  remarked,  that  the  moft  expeditious  method  of 
forrninp-  an  abhorrence  of  the  Slave  Trade,  is  to  read  the 
pieces  written  in  its  defence. 

At  this  jundure,  when  nothing  remained  but  foY  the 
Reprefentatives  of  the  people  to  comply  with  the  wiihes 
of  their  Conilituents,  in  pronouncing  the  Abolition  of 
this  Trade,  another,  and  it  ivS  hoped  a  laft  attempt  is  made 
by  its  advoQates  to   influence   the  publick  mind :— An   in- 
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turre(f\icii  of  the  Negroes  lias  takesi  phce  in  the  liland  of 
St.  DomingOj  and  this  circumflance  is  to  be  adduced  as  a 
proof  of  the  dangerous  confequences  to  arlfe  from  the 
propofed  meafare, — *•  Beware,"  fay  the  Partizans  of  this 
Trade,  ♦''  /jow  you  Interfere  lu'ith  the  concerns  of  your  Weft 
Indicm  Jflar.ds — let  the  example  of  the  French  deter  you  from 
proceed'wg  a  fcp  further  in  fo  danger aus  a  pathJ^ — But  let 
us  be  allowed  to  ail-:,  How  far  the  events  that  have  taken 
phce  in  St.  Domingo   apply  to  the   queftion  now  before 

the  Britiili  Houfe  of  CommoHs  ? Were  thefe  difturb- 

ances  the  confequence  of  an  Abolition  of  the  Trade  by 
the  French  ?--No — Even  the  eloquence  of  Miraheau  was 
in  this  inftan-ce  i'neffeftuaL  Were  they  the  refult  of  any 
regulations  made  by  the  Affembly  for  the  government:  or 
relief  of  the  Slaves  o^  No :  for  the  decrees  of  the  Aflem- 
bly  on  this  fubje£l  uniformly  purport,  that  all  regulations 
on  that  head  f mild  originate  ivith  the  Planters  themfehues. 
If  thofe  dreadful  diforders  are  chargeable  to  the  National 
Affembly,  it  is  becaiife  they  did  not  interfere : — becaufe 
they  left  the  black  labourers  in  the  iflands  at  the  mercy  of 
their  mafters",  and,  after  having  declared  that  all  man-kind 
were  born  equal,  fandlioned  a  decree  that  gave  the  lie  to 
fhe  firfb  principles  of  their  conllitution-. 

Of  the  feverai  pieces^  that  hai^e  made  their  appearance 
on  this  fubje£^,  the  addrefs  or  remonilrance  of  the  Deputies 
of  St.  Domingo  to  the  National  Affcmhly  of  France ^^  calls  for 
particular  notice.  But  before  we  proceed  to  an  exam.ina- 
rion  into  the  caufes  of  the  enormities  it  rercords,  let  us  be 
permitted  a  few  refledlions  on  the  awful  fcenes  that  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Domingo  has  of  late  exhibited :  the  picture 
of  thefe  outrages  forms  indeed  the  moil  itriking  part  of 
the  narrative  in  queftion.  The  deilrudion  of  iiourifhing 
plantations  5  the  burning  of  houfesj  the   flaughter  of  the 

*  Tranflated  into  Etigliih,  and  publifhcd  under  the  thle  cf 
^*  A  Particular  Account  of  the  Commencement  and  Pro^rfs  of  the 
Infurretiion  of  the  Negroes  in  St.  Domingo.''^  It  is  fcarctly  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  its  being  printed  (in  France)  ly  crdir  cf 
ibe  National  AJlmbly,  gives  it  no  additional  authenticity  ;  it  being 
a  meafure  always  adopted  in  papers  of  length,  \n  ovdcr  to  aflcrd 
Sbe  Members  an  opportunity  of  c6nfidering  them. 

whites 
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^>Jtes  by  fecrc^t  treachery,  or  open  revolt ;  the  grofs  vio^ 
Mons  of  female  chadity;  -the  diiTolution  of  ail  the  bonds 
of  fubordinatian,  and  all  the  attachments  of  fociety,  con- 
iribute  to  fill  the  dreadful  flietch. 

Are  liiefe  enormities  to  be  lamented  ?  they  furely 
are  Can  they  excite  our  wonder  ?  by  no  means,  What 
is  the  ftate  of  the  labouring  negro  ?  Is  he  not  a  being 
bound  down  by  force  ?  labouring  under  conftant  compul- 
fion?  driven  to  complete  his  talk  by  the  immediate  duci- 
pline  of  the  whip?- Are  afedion,  lenity,  and  forbearance 
the  rcfult  of  oppreQlon  and  abufe  ?  \^/heii  the  native  fero- 
city of  Africa  is  fliarpened  by  the  keen  fenfe  of  long-con-^ 
tinued  injury,  who  (ball  f^t  bounds  to  its  revenge  ? 

ARain,  how  have  the   fierce  difpofitions   of  favage   lif^ 
been  counteraaed  or  improved  by  the  example  of  t^lieir 
white  fuperiors?     Refinance   is   always  juftifiablew.iere 
force  is  the  fubftitute  of  right:  nor  is  the   commiffion   oi 
a  civil  crime  pofnble  in  a  ftate  of  fiavery.    let  the  puniih^ 
ments   that  have  been  devifed  in   the  French  lA^^^/  ^^ 
reprefs  crimes,  that  could  only  exift  by  the   abufe  of  the 
Slave  Holder,  are  fuch  as  nature  revolts  at.     How  otten 
have  thefe  unfortunate  beings  beheld  their  fellows,  in  famme 
..nd  diftradlion,  beat  the  bars  of  aii  iron  cage,  m  which 
they  were  doomed  to  pafs  in  inconceivable  mifery   the   iatl 
days  of  their  cxiftence  ?     Is   it   not  known,  that  in  the.e 
wretched  ifrands  a  human  being  has  refigned  his  life  m  tae 
torments  of  a   llow-confuming   fire  ?     An   unavenged  m-- 
ilancc  of  an  aa  fo  awfully  atrocious,  marks  out  for  perdi- 
tion tlie  country  that  could  fufFer  it.     When  the  oppreffor 
f-hus  enforces  his  authority,  what  miift  be  the  efFedts  ot  the 
fufferer's  refentment  ? 

In  the  forcible  violation  of  female  chaftity  w.e  trace  the 

moil  deteftable  extreme  of  brutality,  and,  in  the  eftimation 

r  r     rr-^-:..    ^i_  \^r..  ^^  Kf^  ic  -nrffprnhle  to  its  dilgrace  J 


ienhbihty  to  a  particular  lorm  auu  ..a.ui^.  ^.~.   -^-^    ^-' 
rount  then  be  fettled  between  the  Afriuan    I  racier,  or  toe 
imperious  Planter,  who  compels  to  his  embrace  tae  un.^ 
wilUn-  objea  of  his  lull,  and  the  ei^afpersited  Slave,  v^o 
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gratifies  by  this  hateful  zO:,  not  his  ferifuaJity,  but  his  re« 
fentment.  * 

But  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  fenfe  or  fhame  is  incompatible 
With  a^  black  complexion,  and  that  the  negro  could  wit-^ 
fiefs  without  emotion  the  grofs  abufe  of  the  objea  of  his 
afl-edion ;  let  us  fuppofe  too,  that  the  unnatural  puniflt-. 
ments  before  mentioned  were  forgotten,  becaufe  they  were 
rare ;  and  that  the  daily  difcipline  of  the  whip  was  un- 
heeded, becaufe  it  was  fo  modified  as  feldom  to  be  the 
,  immediate  occafion  of  death.     Yet  the  Negro   had   other 

I  examples  before  his  eyes.     A  diffenfion  had  arifen  amongft 

I  the  Holders  of  the  Slaves ;  thofe  who  had  before   united 

I  ^n  opprefhng  tliem,  were  now  at  variance  amongft   them- 

1  felves.     They  had  proceeded  to  open  violence  i,  whilft  the 

I  Slaves  waited  the  event  with  filence,  though  not  with  in- 

I  difference.     One  party  obtained  an   early  Superiority ;  the 

■''*  leader  of  the  v/eaker  number  was  taken,' and  the  Negroes 

were  fpeftators  of  the  death  of  Oge,  a  man  who  partook 
of  their  colour,  and  who  was  broken  alive  upon  the 
wheel.  Twenty-five  of  his  followers  fhared  the  fame  fate. 
If  the  cold-blooded  fons  of  Europe,  educated  in  the  habits 
of  improved  fociety,  and  affeaing  to  feel  the  precepts  of 
a  mild  and  merciful  religion,  can  thus  forget  themfelves, 
and  infult  their  own  nature,  ought  they  to  wonder  that 
the  African  fhould  imitate  the  pattern,  and  i£  poffible  im- 
prove upon  their  example  ? 

Upon  this  part  of  tlie  Addrefs  rcfieaions  ftill  occur,  hi 
which  the  planter  is  deeply  interefted— an  opinion  is  there 
inculcated,  that  if  acceded'  to  and  aded  upon,  mud  render 
the  iflands  a  conftant  fcene  of  cruelty  and  bloodlhed.  We 
are  told,  that  the  Slaves  who  had  been  moil  kindly  treated 
by  their  mafters,  were  the  foul  of  the  infurredion  ;  that 
^'  it  *  ivas  they  .ivho  betrayed  and  delivered  their  hmnahe 
majlers  to  the  Jpjfin's  /word,  and  f educed  and  Jhrred  up  to 
revolt  the  gangs  difpofed  to  fideliiyr  Hear  this,  ye  Planters  ! 
and  if  there  be  one  amongft  you,  fo  fingularly  foolifh  as 
to  harbour  a  lurking  fentiment  of  humanity,  let  him,  for 
his  own  fafety,  diveft  himfelf  of  it  without  lofs  of  time  f 
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^he  Negro  is  a  beingj  wliofc  nature  and  difpofitioris  are 
not  merely  different  frcm  tliofe  of  the  European,  they  are 
the  reverfe   of  them.     Kindnefs   and  corapaffion  excite   m 
his  bread   implacable  and   deadly  hatred  :  but  ftripes,,  and 
infuHs,  and    abiife,    generate   gratitude,  aiieaion,   ^^^^  i"; 
violable  -attachment !    Upon   this  principle  we   are  enabled 
to  reconcile    an    apparent    inccnfiflency    in  the   Addrefs. 
<«   *   Slavsf,    lue   are  informed,  nvere  fill  found  who    gave 
proofs   of  an  invincible  fidelity,  and  ivho  made  manifef  their 
determination  to   detef  the  fedutlion   of  ihoje  who  would  with 
promifes  of  liberty   inveigle  them   to  certain  deftruBionr     If 
the  humaiiity   of  the   mafter  only  fharpens  the  appetite   of 
revenp-e.    is  it  difHcuIt  to  difcover  by  what  mode  of   treat- 
ment''tlie    friendfhip  of   thefe    Slaves    was    fecured  ?    Be 
grateful,  ve  Planters,  to  the  man  who   has   at  length  d^if- 
glofed  this  important  truth  ',  and  admire  his  courage,  who 
has  dared  to  avow  it,    even  in  the  bofom  of    a   nation 
devoted  to  liberty ! 

But  the  liorrors  of  the  (laughter  increaie.  The  white 
father  fails  a  viaim  to  the  unnatural  rage  of  his  Mulatto 
fon.'  ;..I-Iave  human  crimes  their  origin  and  caufes  in 
human  affairs  ?  or  are  they  incited  by  fome  malignant 
demon,  who  poiTeiling  himfelf  of  that  cup  of  aiTeaion, 
the  human  heart,  pours  out  its  coi]tents,  and  fills  it  with 
poifon  ?  Alas!  we  vainly  feek  in  fable  the  apology  of 
our  own  depravity;  and  unhappily  the  caufes  of  thofe 
tranfadions,  which  would  fcarce  meet  credibility  on  any 
other  part  of  the  globe,  are  in  thefe  regions  of  guilt  too 
Apparent.  Hov/ever  the  Austhor  of  Nature  may  have  in- 
(billed  affeaion  into  the  breail  of  a  parent,  as  the  means 
of  preferving  the  race  I'rom  deftruaion,  we  muft  allow 
that  the  correfponding  fentiment  in  the  mind  of  the 
olTsprinR-,  is  merely  the  efFea  of  a  long  continued  aourfe 
of  care,^' partiality,  '^nd  tendernefs.  Shajl  the  harveit  then 
rife  up  Vi'itiiout  feed  ?  and  v/here  no  fondnefs  has  been 
fhown,  fnall  filial  attachments  be  expeded  ?  In  a  country 
where  it  is  bv  no  means  unufual  for  the  knov/n  children 
of  the  Planter  to  undergo  all  the  hardfhips,  and  the  igno- 
miny of  Siaverv,  in  common  with  ihQ  moft  degraded  dais 


*  Particular  x'^iCCGunt,  p.    ii. 
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oi^  mortals,    1*5  It  tnere  we   are  to  feek  for    inftances  of 
filial  afFetlion  ? 

In  tlius  endeavouring  (0  unfold  the  primary  and  ever 
aaive  caufes  cf  thefe  "troubles,  let  it  not  be  thought  that 
I  wilh  to  palliate  the  enormities  committed  by  the  infur- 
gents :  enormities  deeply  to  be  deplored,  by  every  one 
not  totally  infeofible  to  the  fufFerings  of  humanity.  But 
Jet  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  to  know  the^  origin  of  the 
malady  ^is  the  fiiil  ftep  towards  an  efficacious  remedy : 
Ihould  that  origin  be  found  in  the  miftaken  coDdu6l  of  the 
Planters,  it  is^  for  them  to  apply  the  cure  after  the  accu- 
mulated cruelties  cf  ages.  Do  they  wait  till  the  revolted 
fubjeds  of  their  cppreffion  fet  them  the  firft  example  of 
magnanimity,  lenity,  and  forbearance  ? 


queft 


I  come  now  to  a  clofer  examination  of  the  Addrefs  in 


tjon. 


^After  a  long  and   laboured  difplay  of  the   crimes  com- 
mitted by  the  infurgents,  in  wliich   it   is  to   be  obferved, 
every  inftance  of  vindidive  retaHation  on   the  part  of  the 
White  Inhabitants  is  cautioufly  fupprefTed ;  the   Deputies 
of  the  Colonies  pour  down   the   whole  vial   of  their  coK 
leded  wrath,  on  t\\c  fociety  eftabliflied  in  France  for  abo- 
lifning  the  Slave  Trade,   under  the  name  of  Les  Amis  des 
Nmrs.     If  we   credit   this  narrative,  the   Negroes,  before 
they  \Yere  fedoced  md  alienated  by  the  efforts  of  this  So- 
ciety, *<*  ^vere  provided  ivith  every  comfort^  and  iviih  acccjn- 
^ncdaiiijns  faperior  ia  half  the    Cottagers    in  Europe. — Recurs 
in  the  enjoyment  cf  their  proprieties^  nurfed  in  time  offichiefs 
luith  an   expmcc  and  an  attachment  fought  for  in  vain  in  the 
much    honfki  hafpitals  cf  England ;    prctetted   and   refpecied 
hi^    ihc  hfr^dtits  of  age,  at   eafe  in  refpeB  to  their  children^ 
ihelr  families  and  their  ajfeEtions ;—fubjecled  to    a  lahour  caU 
fidatednecm-dmgis  the-  ftrcngth  erf  each  individual; — and^    to, 
conclude     -c//, — enfranchifedy    ^.uhenever    they    merited   it   by 
.iimportaot  ferrices/'-- "  We  fept  in  fecurity^  ?A6.   the  Re- 
liionft rants,   'm  .the  midf  of  men  that  luere  become  our    bre- 
thren,   and  mtnj  ef  us  had  neither  locks   72or  bars   to   sut 
pnufes. 

*  Particular  Account,  p.    19. 
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This  period  of  confidence  and  of  felicity^  did  not^  if  we 
may  believe  the  Colonifts,  fatisfy  the  Amis  de  NoirSy  who 
it  feems  could  not  comprehend  how  emancipation  could 
be  the  higheft  reward  of  merit,  where  Sia?ery  was  a  ftate 
of  happinefs. — *  "  From  the  time  of  the  Revoiufim  in  Frattcey 
this  Society,  it  is  allerted,  or  at  leaf  fome  of  its  members^ 
have  oive?i  an  unbounded  loofe  to  their  enierpriT^z  :  all  means 
have  feemed  to  them  good,  fo  they  might  iend  to  its  accompii/h- 
ment, — '^Fhe  open  attach,  the  deep  and  fiudied  hmendo,  the 
bafef  and  niof  defpicable  calumnies,  have  been  praSlicsd  to 
forward  their  defgn:'  Such  are  the  charges,  agaia  re- 
peated in  different  parts  of  the  work,  brought  againft  the 
Advocates  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  France^, 
and  which  the  abettors  of  that  traffick  io  England,  are  de- 
firous  of  transferring  at  this  critical  jundure,  to  the 
friends  of  that  important  raeafure  here. 

The  prelude  of  the  Remonllrants  is  iliikiag;,  tlieir 
:^.GCufacion  is  boldly  made.— The  puniihments  due  to  the 
authors  of  fuch  outrages  will  be  ¥/iliingly  cosceded.  How- 
ever  they  may  difguife  from  the  worldj  or  from  themfei¥eSa 
their  real  motives^  under  the  maik  of  philasiferopy,  tliey 
cannot  efcape  the  indignation  of  their  coiiotiymeEi  i  sjiA 
the  treachery  of  the  means  they  employ,  fairlj  marks  out 
t\\%  crim.inality  of  the  end  at  which  they  .aim. 

One  thing  only  is  wanting  to  charge  witli  this  crimi- 
nality the  Amis  de  Noirs,  and  this  the  'Remooiliance  does 
not  fupply — the  proof  that  they  have  mhpted  that  eattrfi 
of  conduB  imputed  io  them  by  the  Colomfu.  THs  defe£t 
cannot  be  con:ipenfated,  either  by  the  atrocity  of  Ae  erimes 
6r  the  virulence  and  audacity  of  the  accufatran. 

Had  the  Society  in  France  been  the  caufe  of  the  dif™ 
orders  in  the  Colonies,  where  was  the  dilicidiiy,  where 
the  impropriety,  of  laying  the  proofs  of  it  before  the  Af- 
fembly  and  the  Yv^orld  ?  Was  it  neeeilarj  to  keep  any 
terms  with  raenj  who  had  {hewn  that  they  liad  aimed  ai 
nothing  lefs  than  the  extirpation  of  the  Colonies  ?  Certain^ 
howevcrj  it  is,  that  all  we  can  collecSt   on   this  head  h&m 

^   Particular  Account,  p.  22. 
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•  the  publication  in  queflion,  itiftead  of  attaching  the  im-^ 
pLitation  on  the  Ibciety,  evidently  proves,  that  the  difor^ 
ders  had  a  different  cauje. — A  caufc,  which  it  is  as  evident 
the  Remonflrants  did  not  dare  to  avow. 

Slight  however,  as  thefe  pretended  indications  of  guilt 
inay  appear,  they  ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed.  They 
bear  with  them  their  own  refutation.  Like  the  giants 
that  warred  againit  heaven,  every  flone  thrown  by  thefe 
champions  of  opprefTion,  feeras  deftined  to  return  with 
double  weight  upon  their  own  heads. 

The  Society,  fay  tlie  Deputies,  *  tah  hold  of  the  De- 
claration of  the  Rights  of  Man  :  this  ir.irnortal  ivorh^  bene- 
ficial to  enhghtened  men,  hut  inapplicable,  and  therefore 
dangerous  to  our  regulations,  they  fend  <with  profifon  into 
our  Colonies.  The  journals  in  their  pay  or  under  their  influ- 
ence, give  this  declaration  vent  in  the  miclf  of  our  gangs. 
The  ivriiings  of  the  Amis  des  NoiRS,  openly  announce,  that 
the  freedom  of  the  Negroes  is  proclaimed  by  the  Declaration 
of  Rights. 

Mifer'able  efFects  of  injuftice^,  rapacity,  and  opprefTion  ! 
In  the  evidence  of  their  own  freedom,  the  Colonifts  of 
St.  Domingo  read  their  own  condemnation.  That  affer- 
lion  of  the  univerfal  rights  of  Man,  wh^ch  if  true  at  all 
oufht  to  be  as  general  as  day-light,  was  in  the  wretched 
iilands  of  America,  deftined  to  give  a  candle-hke  light 
in  the  refidence  of  the  Planter,  whilil  the  poor  and  def- 
titute  Negro  was  to  ^it  in.  darknefs  in  his  hut. 

The  declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Many  was  it  feems, 
fent  with  profufion  into  -the  Colonics,  biii  r'ie  declaration 
of  the  Rights  of  Man,  was  not  the  work  of  the  Ainis  des 
Noirs  ;  whatever  might  be  its  efil.cr;;^  they  were  not  there- 
fore anfwerable  for  its  confequjnces.  An  a  eonitituent 
part  of  the  dominions  of  France,  the  lavs  of  Frenchmen, 
were  properly  tranfmkted  to  St.  Doiriugo.,  But  it  ap- 
pears from  no  evidence,  but  the  uilertioTiS  <*f  the  deputies, 
that  the  ^i/iis  des  Noirs  v.'ere  more  aciive  than  others  in 
furnlihlnc^  the  illand  with  a  work,  which  the  Colonics  in 
the  f:.in:e  breath,  execrate  and  app'.-ud  ;  which  they  regard 
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as  the  charter  of  their   own  liberty,  and  the   caufe  of  all 
their  diftreffes. 

But  again,  the  writings  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs,  it  is 
faidj  openly  announce,  that  the  freedom  of  the  Negroes  is 
p'Qclaimed  by  the  Dcchiraticn  of  Rights,  If  the  Amis  des 
Noirs  have  made  fo  infipid  a  comment,  they  have  mife- 
rabiy  mifpent  their  time.  Is  it  oecefTary  to  prove,  that 
the  fun  {liines  when  the  dial  marks  the  hour  ?  If  all  men 
be  born  equally  free,  let  the  Colonics  prove  the  Negroes 
are  not  men,  and  the  difpute  will  fettle  itfelf.  Is  the 
voice  of  nature  atid  of  truth  to  be  for  ever  filent,  becaufe 
the  Coloniils  choofe  to  hold  in  fubjeclion  fome  unfortu- 
nate natives  of  Africa  ? 

Such  however,  are  the  proofs,  and  fuch  their  authen- 
ticity, upon  wliich  the  accufations  againft  the  fociety  are 
founded.  This  defect  is  attempted  to  be  remedied,  by 
adverting  to  fome  expreffions,  which,  in  the  many  and 
violent  debates  that  have  agitated  th^  'National  AiTembly 
on  this  fubjeft,  have  marked  the  virtuous  indignation  of 
its  members — *  "  Perijtj  the  Co'omes  rather  than  we  fiould 
betray  our  principles^''  faid  one  of  the  reprefentatives. 
*^  Perifh  the  Coio?ii.es,'^  became  indeed,  j-  **  the  ftg?ial  of- 
hlooi  and  conflagration^^  but  not  amongft  the  Negroes — it 
was  the  Planters  who  fevered  thefe  words  from  their  con- 
text, and  made  them  the  apology  of  their  own  enormities. 
**  Be  juftj  and  eat  grafs ;"'  faid  the  Abbe  Gregoire.  "  We 
choofe  rather  to  be  iwjujl^  and  live  in  luxuryj^  the  Coloniils 
reply. 

I  (hall  not  detain  my  reader  by  a  longer  review  of  thefe 
unfounded  calumnies,  I  haften  to  a  more  important  tailc, 
that  of  tracing  the  difturbances  of  St.   Domingo   to  their 

*  "  With  indecent  aiFefiation  they  have  dared  to  reproach  a 
friend  of  humanity,  with  having  faid,  "  Feri/h  the  Colonies  rather 
than  a  principle  fsouid  be  facrificed  ;'*  and  they  dare  themfelves  to 
fay,  "  Perifd  the  Colonies  rather  than  we  faould  grant  to  the  People 
f  Colour  the  rights  of  aSive  citizens.^' 

Speech  of  Mr.  Guadet,  6th  Dec.   179I0 

f  Particular  Account,  p.   25. 
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origin,    and   purfulng   their   progrefo.     If  developed   with 
truth,  they  will  be  the  rnoiL  effedurJ  anfwer  to  the  accu- 
fations   of  the   Deputies.     Let    me,  however,  firft   be  al- 
lowed to  render  more  fpecific,  an    aiTertion    I  have  before 
made.—//  is  to  the  white  Colonijh  alone^   we  are  to  attribute 
the  jnisfortiuics  of  the  Colonies.      *   "  Ton  have  heard  of  enor- 
mities   that  freeze  you   with   horror !  but   Phalaris  /poke   not 
of  his  brazen  bull^  he  lamented  only  the  daggers  that  his  own 
cruelty  had  raifed  agawf  him.      The    Colonifs   have   related 
infances  of  ferocity ;   but  give  mCy  /aid  Mirabeau^  an   unin^- 
formed  brute ^  and  J  will  foon  jnake  him  a  ferociaus   monfler. 
— //■  was  a  white^   who  frf  plunged  a  Negro  into  a   burning 
oven^ — who  dnfied  out  the  brains  of  a  child  in   the  prefence  of 
its  father^— who  fed  a   Slave    with   his   own  proper  flep. — 
Tkefe  are  the  monfers  that  have  to  account  for  the  bar  bar  it  \i 
of  the  revolted  Savages. — Millions  of  Africans  have  perifhe'd 
on   this  foil  of  blood. — l^ou  break  at  every  flep  the  bones  of  the 
inhabit  a  fits  that   nature  had  giijen    to   thefe  ijlandsy  and  you 
fiudder  at  the  relation  of  their  vengeance. — In   this  dreadful 
firuggle,  the  crimes  of  the  Whites  are  yet  the  mofl  horrible  : 
—  They   are   the   offpring   of  defpotifm ;    whilft   thofe   of  the 
Blacks   originate   in   the  hatred  of  jlavery — the  thirf  of  ven- 
geance.     Is  philofophy   chargeable   with   thefe  horrors  P      Does  ■ 
foe  require  the  blood  ef  the  Colon  fs  ?     Brethren,  fhe  cries ^  be 
jufl — he   benefcent—and  you    will  prof  per. — Eternal  favery 
rnuf  be  an  eternal  four ce  of  crim,es ; — divef  it  at   leaf  of  the 
epithet  eternal ;  for  anguifh  that  knows  no  bound  can  only  prt- 
duce  defpair.^^ 

It  is  well  known,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Proprietors 
or  Planters  of  St.  Domingo,  confifls  of  free  People  cf 
Colour,  or  thofe  who  have  fome  mixture  of  African  blood. 
— This  defcription  comprehends  every  (Ijade  of  coir.plexi- 
on,  from  the  flightefl  tin,^;e  of  colour,  to  tlie  original  hue 
of  the  native  i^frican.  Though  many  of  this  clafs  of  inha- 
bitants are  as  diftinguiflied  by  their'  wealth,  as  for  their 
talents  and  integrity,  the  invidious  diftincHon  has  always 
been  religioufly  adhered  to.  The  white  Colonifts  excluded 
them  from  their  focial  circles,  from  their  aileniblies,  from 
their  municipal  funclionsi  and  continually  held  tliem  in  a 
kind  of  profcription. 

*  Speech  of  M.  Briffot,  In  the  National   Affembly,    ifi   De- 
cember,  1791. 
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The  efFe£ts  of  this  arrogance  were  not,  however,  injuri* 
ous  to  the  People  of  Colour.  Infulted  by  their  country- 
men, they  found  the  means  of  rendering  themfelves  re- 
fpe^lable  in  the  eyes  of  their  European  correfpondents. 
They  were  as  remarkable  for  their  indullry  and  their 
punOuality,  as  the  White  Planters  for  their  indolence  and 
extravagance.  In  cafes  of  internal  infurrections^  or  ex- 
ternal attack,  they  were  regarded  as  the  fole  barrier  oi  the 
iiland.--  *'  *•  The  White  Colomjl:^'  fays  Mr.  Blanchelande, 
cannot  march  vjithoiit  the  attendance  of  his  cooks ;  he  is  unjit 
for  a  continual  fervicc  :  but  the  Man  of  Colour y  barefooted^ 
robuji  and  temperate y  fupports  without  difficulty  the  hardftJips 
and  fatigues  of  war  J' 

In  tlie  contemplation  of  the  French  laws,  the  People  of 
Colour  had  long  flood  upon  an  equality  with  the  White 
proprietors. — By  an  Edi^l  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  year 
1685,  this  equality  was  acknowledged  and  confirmed. 
Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  Colonics  a,t  the  time  of  the 
French  Revolution-  f  "  At  this  Fpocha^'  fays  Mr.  Ber» 
geras,  "  the  White  Colonifs  advanced  rapidly  in  the  career 
of  freedom  ;  but  the  People  of  Colour  trod  bach  their  feps  to- 
wards favery. 

The  fituation  of  the  French  colonies  early  attracted  the 
arttention  of  the  Conftituent  AfTembly.  At  this  time  all 
was  tranquil ;  at  leaft  as  tranquil  as  fuch  a  ftate  of  oppref- 
fion  will  permit.  Political  health  can  only  be  attributed  to 
a  country  with  a  free  conflitution.  The  fimation  of  the 
iilands  is  that  of  a  paralytic :  one  part  is  torpid,  whilfl: 
ihe  other  is  affetfted  with  the  frantick  motions  of  St.  Vi- 
tus's  dance. 

The  firfl  interference  of  the  National  Aflembly  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Colonies,  was  by  a  decree  of  the  8th  March 
2790,  which  declared  X  "  that  all  free  perfons^  who  were 
proprietors  and  refidents  of  two  years  fandJmg^  and  who  con- 
tributed to  the  exigencies  of  the  Jiate^  fijould  excrcife  the  rights 
of  votings  which  conjlitutes  the  quality  of  Frerich  citizens^ 

*  Letter  of  M.  Blanchelande,  read  In  the  National  x^fTembly, 
Jan.    lytb,    1792. 

f  Speech  of  M.  BergeraS;,  in  the  National  AfTembly,  7tl'i 
Dec,  1791. 

%  '*  Que  toute  perfonne  libre,  proprietaire  ou  domlcilie  depuis 
deux  ans,  et  contribuable,  joulra  du  droit  de  fuffrage  qui  confti^ 
tute  la  qualite  de  Citoyen  a6lif."  Art.  4. 
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This  decree,  though  in  fa^  it  gave  no  new  rights  to 
the  People  of  Colour,  was  regarded  with  a  jealous^eye  by 
the  white  Planters;  who  evidently  faw  that  the  generalitv 
of  the  qualification  included  all  defcriptions  of  proprietors. 
They  afleaed,  however^  to  impofe  a  different  conllruaion 
upon  it.  The  People  of  Colour  appealed  to  common  juf- 
tice,  and  common  fenfe  :  *  it  was  to  no  piirpofe.  The 
Whites  repelled  them  from  their  Affemblies.  Some  com^ 
motions  enfued,  in  which  they  mutually  fell  a  facrifice  to 
their  pride,  and  their  refentment.— The  Jmis  des  Noirs 
nave  not  been  accufed  of  any  interference  in  thefe  diffen- 
fions,  to  which  it  is  however  probable  that  the  Haves  were 
not  inattentive. 

_  Thefe  difturbances  again  excited  the  vigilance  of  th^ 
National  Affembly.  The  neceffity  of  fome  definitive  ar^ 
rangement  was  apparent;  but  the  difficulty  and  danger  of 
too  violent  an  interference  was  not  lefs  fo.  In  order  how- 
ever to  relieve  the  Colonifts  from  any  apprehenfions  that: 
the  French  Conftitution  was  intended  to  be  enforced  in  the 
Illands3  fo  as  to  liberate  or  mehorate  the  condition  of  the 
ilaves,  a  decree  was  paffed  on  the  1 2th  day  of  Oc^tober^- 
1790,  by  which  the  AiTembly  declared,  as  a  conilitutionai 
article,  <f  That  they  would  efahUfi  no  regulations  rejpeaing 
the  inte-mal  government  of  the  Colonies^  without  the  preci% 
and  jormal  requejl  of  the  Colonial  AJfembliesr 

By  this  decree  the  Conftituent  Affembiy  not  only  dif- 
abled  themfelves  from  exercifing  any  future  difcretion  on 
the  condition  of  the  flaves ;  but,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
tied  up  the  hands  of  their  fucceiTors  from  affording  relief 
to  that  devoted  race,  or  refcuing  them  from  any  tyranny 
that  might  be  exercifed  over  them.  They  were  delivered 
over    to  their  mafters,  v/ho  were    at   once   their  accufers, 

*  The  arguments  of  their  advocates  upon  this  head  are  un- 
anfwerable.  «  Je  m'attache  a  cette  expreffion  geneiale  toutes  hs 
perjonnes,  et  je  dtmande  fi  les  hommes  de  coulcur  ne  font  pas 
des  perfonnes:  aloi3,  s'ils  ctoient  proprietaires,,  damicilies  et 
ccntnbuables,  je  ne  vois  aucune  difficulte,  je  ne  vols  aucun  raifcn 
pour  leur  refufer  les  avantages  attaches  k  ces  qualitcs. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Petion,   uth  of  May,   1791. 
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their  judges^  and  their  executioners  ;  accountable  for  their 
mifcondu6t  to  no  human  power.  So  far  from  oppofin^ 
the  aimsj  or  fettering  the  authority  of  the  Colonills,  the 
AiTembly  became  their  accompHce  in  opprefiion,  and  fent 
armies  of  freemen  to  maintain  the  reign  of  defpotifm.  All 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Colonills  j  and  if  they  had  only 
maintained  unanimity  among  themfeives,  the  blood  of  the 
negroes  might  have  cried  to  heaven,  but  France  had  for 
ever  fluit  her  eyes  to  their  fuiTerings,  and  ftopt  her  ears  tO' 
their  lamentations. 

Peace  was  not,  however,  the  confequence  of  this  decree. 
The  proprietors,  it  is  true,  had  obtained  a  legal  right  of 
t^yrannizing ;  but  the  unfortunate  queftion  ftill  recurred, 
JF/^o  fjould  he  permitted  to  exercife  that  right  F  On  this 
head  the  d-zcrcQ  was  filent.  New  diffenfions  arofe  :  each 
of  the  parties  covered  imder  a  factitious  patriot ifm  the 
mod  atrocious  dehgns.  Aflaffination  and  revolt  became 
frequent.  Mauduit,  a  French  officer  of  rank  loll  his  life 
by  the  hands  of  his  own  countrymen.  The  unfortunate 
Oge,  a^  Planter  of  Colour,  who  had  exerted  himfelf  in 
France  in  the  cayfe  of  his  brethren,  refolved  to  fupport 
by  force  their  juft  pretenfions^  He  landed  in  the  Spanifo 
territory  of  St.  Domingo,  where  he  affembled  about  600 
nvalattoes.  Before  he  proceeded  to  hofdlities,  he  wrote  to 
the  French  general,  that  his  defire  was  for  peace,  provi^ 
dtd  the  laws  were  enforced.  '  His  letter  was  abfurdly  con- 
iidered  as  a  declaration  of  war.  Being  attacked  and  van^ 
quiaied  he  took  refuge  am.ong  the  Spaniards,  who  de-^ 
iivered  him  up  to  his  adverfaries.  *  The  horrors  of  his 
death  were  the  harbingers  of  future  crimes. 

Thefe  diilurbances  ftill  increaOng,  the  National  AfTeni- 
bly  i-ound  it  neceffary,  at  length,  to  decide  between  the 
contending  parties.  A  long  and  violent  debate  took  phice^ 
in  which  icverai  members.  wh«  had  on  other  occaiions  dif^' 

'•^  II  faut  bien  preter  des  crimes  a  celui  qu'cn  veut  alTaffiner 
avec  le  glaive  d'e  la  jaaice.  Oge  eil  mort  martyr  de  la  libertd 
et  de  la  ioi  ;  car  tout  etoit  pour  lui,  humanite,  juilice,  decrct. 
l.t  ^concordat  Pa  venge ;  Pinfamie  ne  fietrit  plus  fori  xipm!! 
Qu'elle  fietriiTc  a  jamais  celui  des  tyrans. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Bri'ffot,   ift  of  December,   lypi^ 
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liiigiiiliied  themfelves  by  their  talents,  and  their  patrloi:- 
ifeSjB  oppofed  with  a  degree  of  v/armth  as  pertinacious  as' 
It  \^s  inconfiftcnt,  the  pretenfions  of  the  People  of  Colour. 
Tlidr  refiiiance  was,  however,  unfuccefsful.  On  the  15th 
of  May^  ^?9ij  3  decree  was  made,  confifcing  of  two 
artkiesj,  by  the  firfl  of  which  the  Afiembly  confirmed  that 
of  the  12th  of  Otlober,  fo  far  as  refpecfled  the  Haves  in 
tbeir  iiands.  It  is  true  that  the  wo^djlames  was  cautioully 
omitted  io  this  document,  and  they  are  only  chara£ler- 
izcd  by  the  negative  defcription  of  "  men  not  free,*  as  if 
liglit;  aad  wrong  depended  on  a  play  of  w^ords,  or  a  mode 
sjf  expreHion* 

TMs  part  of  the  decree  met  with  but  little  oppofition, 
tlfiotigh  it  paffed  not  without  fevere  reprehenfion  from  2 
lew  enlightened  members.  The  fecond  article  rerpe6i:ing 
the  People  of  Colour  was  ftrongly  contefted.  Thofe  v/ho 
were  before  known  by  the  appellation  of  Patriots  divided 
i2pani  it.  It  wasj  however,  determined  in  the  refult,  that 
tlie  People  of  Colour  born  cf  free  parents'  fhould  be 
conSdered  as  active  citizens  and  be  eligible  to  the  offices 
€)i  goi^ernment  in  the  illands. 

Tliis  Second  Article  which  decided  upon  a  right  that 
ills  People  of  Colour  had  been  entitled  to,  for  upwards  of 
a  ceME2r]f*5  inftead  cf  reiloring  peace,  may  be  confidered 
as  the  caufe,  or  rather  the  pretext,  of  all  the  fubfequent 
e'fils  that  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo  has  fuftained.  They 
aroie  aot  indeed  from  its  execution,  but  from  its  counter- 
a.iiii'S'it  hj  nvc  V/hite  Coloniils.  Had  they,  after  the  av/ful 
was:isisg&  they  had  a'.ready  experienced,  obeyed  the  ordi- 
Baaees  of  an  ailembly  they  pretended  to  revere ;  had  they 
imbi!^d  one  drop  of  the  true  fpirit  of  that  conilitution  to 
wMsilrihey  had  vowed  an  inviolable  attachment-,  had  they 
eT7CFB  fopprefTed  the  dicrates  of  pride  in  the  fuggeftions  of 
prsickmce  i  the  ftonii  that  threatened  them  had  been  avert- 

*  Tills  decree  after  all  was  not  the  extenfion,  but  the  reftric- 
tioffl  <oX  a  privilege.  It  was  afkrted  in  the  National  Afiembly 
that  cvf  IQO  free  Negroes,  fcarcely  2  vv'ould  be  found  who  could 
qiuslify  under  this  tide. 

Speech  cf  Mr.   Rewbcll,   7th  of  Sept.   1791. 


mmmmmmmmfmmmmKmmm 


*  Vide  letters  of  M.  Blanchelande  read  before  the  AlTembly, 
•22nd  of  Auguft,    1 79 1. 

Addrefs  of  the  Syndicks   of  the    Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Kouenj   read  the  7th  of   September,    1791. 

Speech  of  M.  BrifTot,    ill  of  December,    1791. 

Blaiichelandej 


ed,  and  in  their  obedience  to  the  parent  ftate^  they  hzd 
difplayed  an  act  of  patriotifm,  and  preferved  thcmfelires 
from  all  poffibility  of  danger. 

But. the  equalization  of  the  People  of  Colour  ftung  ihc 
irritable  nerves  of  the  White  Colonifts.  The  defcendaets 
of  flaves  might  have  loft  the  refentments  of  their  fatners  i 
but  the  hatred  of  a  defpot  is  hereditary.  The  European 
maxim  allows  '^  T/jat  ihey  neer  pardon  who  have  done  the  "^ 
n.vrong'' ;  but  in  the  colonies  this  perverfity  attains  a  more 
monftrous  growth,  and  the  aversion  to  African  bleod 
defcends  from  generation  to  generation.  No  fooner  h&A 
the  decree  pafTed,  than  the  deputies,  frojn  the  ifiands  Xq  die 
National  Ail'embly  withdrew  their  attendance.  The  Cc- 
jonial  Committee,  always  under  the  influence  of  tbe 
planters,  fufpended  their  labours.  Its  arrival  in  tlie  iilaiid 
ilruck  the  Whites  with  confternation.  *  They  vowed  to 
facrifice  their  lives  rather  than  fufFer  the  execution  cf  die 
decree.  Their  rage  bordered  upon  phrenzy.  They  pro- 
pofed  to  iraprifon  the  French  merchants  then  in  the  iflaods  ] 

to  tear  down  the  National  Flag,  and  hoiil  the  Bntills 
Standard  in  its  place.  Whilft  the  joy  of  the  Mubttoes 
was  mingied  with  apprehenfioos  and  with  fearSj  St,  Do- 
mingo re-echoed  with  the  cries  of  the  Whites,  with  their 
menaces,  with  their  blafphemies  againft  the  conltitatioo. 
A  motion  was  made  in  t]?e  ftreets  to  fire  upon  the  People 
of  Colour,  who  iied  from  the  city  and  took  refuge  io  the 
plantations  of  their  friends  and  in  the  woods.  They  were  at 
length  recalled  by  a  proclamation  :  but  it  was  only  to 
fwear  fubordination  to  the  Whites,  and  to  be  \vqineiies  of 
freih  enormities.  Amidil  thefe  agitations  the  Haves  had 
remamed  in  their  accuftomed  fubordination.  Nor  v/as  It 
till  the  month  of  Auguft,  1791,  that  the  fymptoms  of  the 
inf^irreclion  appeared  arnoogil  them.  If  the  notoriety  of 
this  fad  require  any  evidence,  it  may  be  found  in  the  Re- 
port of    the    Colonial  Committee,  in  the    letters  of  Mr. 
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Blancnelancle  ^,  ifi  the  fpeeches  6f  tht  fnembers  of  the 
afTemblv,  in  the  publication  whkh  is  the  fubjeft  of  thefe 
remarks.  A  corjfiderable  iiusnber  both  of  Whites  and 
People  of  Colour  had   loft  their  lives  in  thefe  commotions 

before  the   Haves   had  given   indications   of  difaitection 

Thej  were  not,  hov/ever,  infenfible  of  the  opportunuies 
of  revolt  afforded  by  the  diffenfions  of  their  mailers. 
They  had  learnt  trjai  710  alleviation  of  their  niiferies  was 
ever  to  be  expeaed  from  Europe;  that"  in  the  ilruggle  for 
Colonial  Dominion  their  humble  interefi:s  had  been  equal- 
ly facrificed  or  forgotten  by  all  parties^  They  felt  their 
curb  relaxed  by  the  difarming  and  difperfion  of  their  Mu- 
latto mailers,  who  had  httn  accuftomed  to  keep  them 
under  rigorous  difcipline.  Hopelefs  of  relief  from  any 
quarter,  they  rofe  in  different  parts  and  fpread  defolation 
over  the  ifland.  If  the  cold  cruelties  of  defpotifm  have 
no  bounds,  what  (hall  be  expected  from  the  paroxifms  of 
defoair  ? 

X 

To  this  crifis  our  prefent  Inquiry  is  particularly  direct- 
ed, nor  ought  it  to  pafs  over  with  an  unfupported  aiTer- 
tion,  or   a  probable   fuppofition.     The  caufe  of  the  infur- 

reftion  has  been  agitated  in  the  National  AiTembly,  long 
after  the  prefentation  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Deputies.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  it  was  alTened,  without  contra- 
didion,  that  all  the  Mulattoes,  except  thofe  in  the  fouthern 

"^  The  letter,  dated  the  4tb  of  September,  1791,  from  Mr, 
Blanchelande  thus  defcribes  the  commencement  of  the  infur- 
re6tion. 

On  the  2  2d  of  Auguil:  the  Colonial  Affembly  requefted  my 
prefence  at  the  examination  of  feveral  perfons,  as  well  Whites 
as  Blacks,  who  had  been  apprehended  by  the  patrol,  I  was 
convinced  from  their  depoiitions  that  a  confpiracy  was  formed 
againit  the  Colony,  and  particularly  agaiiifl  the  Can(x  I 
learned  that  on  the  night  of  the  fame  day,  it  was  Intended  to 
bmn  feveral  dwellings  near  the  Cape,  and  to  mafficre  all  the 
Whites.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  feveral  pericns  fom  the 
country  took  refuge  in  the  town.  They  brought  information 
that  many  of  the  Black  labourers  had  revolted,  and  that  many 
Whites  had  been  put  to  death. 

Read  November  8th,    1791. 
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parts  were  difarmed  by  the  Whites,  and  that  the  Negroes 
had  revolted  *  hecaufe  thofe  ivho  had  been  acciijlomed  to  coerce 
them  ivere  incapacitated.  Is  it  extraordinary y  faid  the  O" 
rator,  that  the  Slaves  Jhould  revolt  when  they  find  the  Mu" 
lattoes  difarmed ;  when  they  'fee  them  compelled  to  quit  the. 
CapCy  or  be  expofed  to  the  moji  horrible  punijhments  P  Even  the 
Colonial  Committee,  though  ever  attentive  to  the  repre- 
fentations  of  the  Whites  v^ere  unable  to  difcover  any  other 
caufe  of  the  infurre6lion.  After  all  the  accufations  of  the 
Colonifls,  as  well  in  the  Addrefs  now  under  confidera- 
tion,  as  in  other  intemperate  pieces,  they  acknowledged 
that  no  proof  had  been  adduced  to  them  of  the  interference 
of  the  Society  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs.  The  White  Colonijls^ 
fay  they,  in  their  Report  of  the  nth  of  January  laft,  have 
complained  of  the  calumnies  and  outrages  that  appear  in  the 
^uritings  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs.  It  is  difficult  to  calculate  what 
has  been  their  moral  influence ;  but  hitherto  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  Amis  des  Noirs  have  excited  thefe  troubles^ 
and  we  have  found  all  the  accufations  agairfl  them  totalh^ 
unfupported  by  proof. 

Before  we  proceed  with  our  narrative,  let  us  be  per- 
mitted a  refleftion  on  the  comparative  Hate  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  St.  Domingo,  at  the  time  the  infurretlion  took 
place.  The  White  Colonifts  had  juil  recovered  their 
liberties,  and  were  called  upon  to  exercife  the  hieheft 
political  rights,  and  prefcribe  for  themfelves  their  o^vn 
conftitution.  The  Slaves  had  been  refigned  up  to  their 
unlimited  controul  ,  all  that  defpotifm  can  wifh  for  they 
enjoyed :  paramount  and  uncontroulable  themfelves,  thev 
exercifed  uncontrouled  and  undefined  authority  over  others'. 
One  only  circumftance  embittered  their  enjoyment  of  a 
power  fo  gratifying  to  the  perverted  taile  of  man.  They 
were  required  to  ihare  it  with  others,  v/ho,  though  equally 
free  with  themfelves,  equally  competent  to  the  exercife 
of  it,  and  equally  interefled  in  its  refult,  were  unfortu- 
nately  diftinguilhed  by  a  different  ihade  of  colour.  Jea-= 
loufy  is  infeparable  from  the  luft  of  power,  and  a  natural 
dillindiion  ferved  as  a  plea  for  reftricfting   all  authority  to 

^  Speech  of  Mr.  Brifibt,  27th  of  Odober,   1791. 
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the  hands  of  a  few.  The  People  of  Colour  remonftrated 
againit  this  injuftice.  They  reprefented  the  dangerous 
confequences  that  might  arife  not  only  to  themfelves  but 
to  the  Ifland,  if  they  were  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  their 
dependants,  and  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of 
a  government  in  which  they  were  as  paflive  as  their  Slaves. 
The  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  juftified  and  confirmed 
their  pretenfions.  But  the  hard  gripe  of  Injuftice  relaxes 
not  without  force  5  and  the  White  Planters  avowed  their 
refolution  to  fufFer  every  extremity  rather  than  fubmit  to 
a  meafure  that  was  indifpenfably  neceflary  not  only  to 
their  own  profperity,  but  even  to  their  own  prefervation. 

If  fuch  paflions  can  agitate  the  human  bofom,  when 
required  to  fhare  with  others  that  power  to  which  they 
have  an  equal  right ;  if  the  People  of  Colour  in  afferting 
their  claim  to  a  feat  in  the  Colonial  Affembly,  feh  an  im- 
pulfe  that  ftt  danger  at  defiance,  and  cheerfully  encoun- 
tered death,  even  in  its  mod  horrid  formes ;  v^hat  (hall  we 
conceive  were  the  feelings  of  the  Negroes  ?  The  claims 
of  the  People  of  Colour  had  been  recognized  by  the  Parent 
Country ;  but  the  Negroes  had  been  formally  configned 
over  to  the  will  of  their  Mafters,  without  one  ftipulation 
in  their  favour.  Political  fubordination,  however  hateful 
to  a  liberal  mind,  is  as  bright  as  day  when  compared  with 
the  dark  and  hopelefs  bondage  of  the  Negro  :  a  bondage 
that  combines  the  pangs  of  intelleclual  mifery,  with  the 
fufferings  of  a  brute.  Under  thefe  circumftances  was  it 
M  necefiary  for  the  j4mis  des  Noirs  to  inform    the    Negroes 

11  that  they  v/ere  an  unhappy   and  an  injured  race  ?     Is  it  to 

I  be   fuppofed   they  were  unacquainted  with  the   caufes  of 

contention  amongft  the  Planters  ?     and  is  not  the  love  of 
freedom  contagious  ?  When  they  faw  men  whofe   weahh 
i?  not  only  exempted   them   from   perfonal  labour,  but   fup- 

%  plied  them  with   ail  the  blandiihments  of  luxury,  contend 

[5  at  the  peril  of  their  lives   for  a  {hare  in  the  government  of 

n  the  Ifland,  could   they  turn   with   indifference  to  the  con- 

t|  templation  of  their  own  numbers,  and   their  own  oppref- 

fions  ?  It  was  not  then  the  voice  of  the  Amis  des  Noirsy 
it  was  the  irrefiftible  call  of  Nature  that  excited  the 
Infurredion :    the   former   would  have  foothed   them  to 

peace. 
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peace,    the  latter    hurried   them  blindly  on  to  inevitable 
de(tru6lion. 

In  its  commencement  this  infurre6T;ion  was  however  by 
no  means  formidable  ;  and  the  General  Blanchelande  has 
been  accufed  in  the  National  AlTembly  of  pufillanimoufly 
entrenching  himfelf  in  a  town  already  fortified,  when  he 
fhould  have  led  out  his  troops  to  fupprefs  the  revolt. 
«f  Whoever,  fays  Mr.  Briflbt,  advifed  him  to  this  mea» 
fure,  has  occafioned  the  ruin  of  the  Colony."  There  is 
indeed  little  doubt  but  a  vigorous  exertion  would  foon 
have  extinguifhed  the  flame.  Even  when  the  number  of 
infurgents  amounted  to  50,000,  and  they  had  formed 
themfelves  into  two  bodies,  an  engagement  of  an  hour 
deftroyed  |he  camp  of  one,  and  the  other  was  totally  dif- 
perfed  by  the  difcharge  of  a  fev/  pieces  of  cannon. 

Avoiding  the  repetition  of  the  difgufting  barbarities 
alternately  exercifed  by  the  contendmg  parties,  let  us 
inquire  what  efFe£l  the  infurre£lion  of  the  Slaves  had  upou 
the  difTenfions  of  the  Planters  which  had  given  rife  to 
them.  The  White  Party  foon  difcovered,  that  although 
they  could  legiflate  without  the  alFiftance  of  the  People 
of  Colour,  they  could  not  preferve  the  Ifland  from  de- 
ftru6tion  without  them  ;  and  they  at  length  bov/ed  their 
ilubborn  necks  under  the  inefiftible  weight  of  their  com- 
mon danger.  In  thus  calling  for  affiftanee  upon  thofe 
whom  they  had  injured  and  infulted  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  they  {hrunk  from  that  arrogant  inflexibility 
of  character  which  was  expeded  from  them.  Amongit 
the  conjedures  that  took  place  in  France  when  informa- 
tion of  the  Revolt  was  firil  received  there,  we  may  no- 
tice that  of  the  Reporter  of  the  Colonial  Committee.* 
««  Believe  not,  fays  he,  that  the  White  Creole  will  ever 
ufiile  in  the  common  caufe  with  the  M.an  of  Colour^  although 
they  are  both  proprietor s,  and  have  both  the  fame  interejls  to 
defefid.  Even  the  imperious  yohe  of  NeceJpJy  will  bend 
UTider  the  odious  prejudices  againfl  his  origin J^ — **  Notmng 
can  efface  the  unjuji  diflintlions   which  keep  him  at  fo  infmite 

*  Report  of  the  Colom?.!  Committee^  27th  0£loberj  ^791- 
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a  dijhince^  that  tie  White  ivould  with  lefs  horror  hear  his 
enemies    accufe    him   of  a  crime,  than   afert  that  a  drop   of 
African  blood  circulates    in   his   veins.      Such  a   reproach  )s 
cmftdered   as   the   mofl    outrageous   infult.      He   tranfrnits  his 
vengeance    to    his  pofterity,    and  hence  originates    that    un^ 
quenchable  hatred  which   is  happily   known  only   in   thefe  cli-- 
mates,    in    which    the  foftefl  pajjions   arife   to   an    excefs   of 
pfirenzy^        The     Reporter     was,      however,     miftaken. 
Fear    operates    more   forcibly    than    hatred,    even  in  the 
breaft  of  a   Creole.     On  the  25th  cf  Auguft  the  Colonial 
AlTembly  ^condefcended  to  invito  the  People  of.  Colour  to 
^unite   with   them  for  the  common   Ati^xiQ^.     On  the  2d, 
;3d,  and  4th  of  September,  they  deliberated  on  the  quef- 
tion  of  admitting  them  to  their  rights.     The  People  of 
.Colour  in  the   mean  time  had  armed  for  their  defence, 
but  had  kept  aloof  both  from  the  Whites  and  the  Negroes. 
On  the     nth    of   September    a    convention    took    place, 
which   produced   the   agreement   called  t\iQ  Concordat,  by 
which    the  White   Planters   ftipulated  that  they  would  no 
longer  oppofe  the  law  ef  the    15th  of  Mav,  which  gave 
pohtical  rights  to  the   People  of  Colour.  'The   Colonial 
.Affembly  even  promifed  to  meliorate  the   fituation  of  the 
People  of  Colour/  horn  of  parents  tiot  free,  TiViA  to   whom 
the    decree    of   the    15th    of  May  did    not  extend.     An 
union  was  formed  between  the  Planters,  which,  if  it  had 
fooner  taken  place,  had  prevented  the   Infurreftion.     The 
Iiifurgents    were    every    where    difpirited,    repulfed,    and 
I  difperfed;    and    the    Colony    itfelf  preferved    from    total 

I  deftruftion. 

I  At  the  moment  thefe  tranfadions  happened  at  St.  Do- 

fj  n-iingo,  an   important  fcene  was   aaing   in   the    National 

Afiembiy  of  France.     From   the   time    of  paffing  the  de- 
I  ^^ce  of  the  15th  of  May,  the  White  Colonifts   in  France, 

I  ^"^   their   numerous    Friends   in   the  National   AiTembly, 

\  ^^^^    never   ceafed  io   accufe   the  authors  of  it   of  having 

confpired  together  for  the  ruin  of  the  Colonies,  la 
execrating  its  purport,  and  prediaing  its  confequences, 
they  had  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  refident  Whites  to  the 
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higheft  pitch  of  rage.  The  true  Incendiaries  of  St.  Do- 
mingo are  to  be  difcovered  amongft  the  Coionifts  who, 
immediately  after  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May,  failed 
for  that  liland  to  fruftrate  its  publication,  and  oppofe  its 
execution.  The  Affembly  had  been  weak  enougfi  to 
entruft  the  Colonial  Committee  with  expediting  the  de- 
cree. In  that  Coramittee  the  apoftate  patriot  Barnave  had 
unhmited  authority.  The  coofequence  was,  that  the  firll 
pubhcation  of  the  decree  at  St.  Domingo  appeared  in  the 
French  newfpaper  called    The  Monitor.     The  inftru^lions  j 

intended  to  accom.pany  it  were  intentionally  delajred  rili 
their  efFedl  was  totally  fruftrated.  Before  the  decree  arri- 
ved, all  was  prepared  for  its  reception,  and  the  refult  was 
fuch  as  has  before  been  flated.  So  far  the  White  Coionifts 
had  fucceeded  in  their  aims.  The  predicted  diffenfions 
between  them  and  the  People  of  Colour  had  taken  place, 
snd  all  that  now  remained  was  to  charge  the  decree  of  the 
15th  of  May  as  the  caufe  of  that  niifchief,  which  tiic 
Whites  had  themfelves  voluntarily  occafioned.  BarDav€ 
and  his  adherents  were  indefatigable  in  their  exertions,  and 
almofl  in  the  very  moment  when  the  jaftice  and  neceffity 
of  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  had  been  acknowledged 
by  the  Concordat,  the  repeal  of  it  was  pronounced  in  the 
National  Affembly.  By  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  the 
fam.e  month  of  September,  the  People  of  Colour  were  vir- 
tually excluded  from  all  right  of  Colonial  Legiilatioo,  aod 
exprefsly  placed  in  the  power  of  the  white  Coionifts.*  Oa 
this  difgraceful  meafure  it  is  only  to  be  remarked,  tlimt  it 
v/as  as  defective  in  point  of  legal  authority  as  it  was  in  ab- 
ilra£c  jufticei.  For  although  it  is  denominated  a  Conjliiuti- 
onal  ah-,  +  it  was  paiTed  fifteen  days  after  the  new  code 
had  been  prefented  to  and  accepted  by  the  King,  and  was 
the  firfl  infringement  of  a  fyftem  of  government,  wliicli 
the  founders  at  leaft  ought  to  have  held  facredo 


'*  Art.  3.  Lcs  lois  concernant  Fetat  des  Perfonnes  non  libres^  &: 
Fetat  politique.  <vW  Hainines  de  Coideur,  Sc  Negres  Hbres,  ainfi  qrae 
les  reglernens  relatifs  a  I'execution  de  ces  memes  lois  ferorit  faites 
par  ies  AJfemblees  Colon'ialcs. 

f  Speech  of  M.  Fauchet,  12th  December,  1791?  and  of 
M.  Garan  de  Coulon,  2d  March,   1792^ 
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h  the  decree  of  the   15th  of  Ma)r  could   inaigate   the 
VV  hite  Coloniits   to   the   frantick   afts  of  violence   before 
defcribed,  what  fliall  we  fuppofe  were  the  feeh"ngs  of  the 
People  of  Colour  on  that  of  the  24th  of  September,  which 
again  blafted  thofe  hopes  they  had  juftly  founded   on   the 
conaitutional  law  of  the  Parent  State,  and  the  folemn   ra- 
tification   of    the    White   Coloniits?      No   fooner   was  it 
known  in  the  Iflands  than  thofe  diffenfions  which  the  Re- 
volt of  the  Negroes  had  for  a   while  appeafed,  broke  out 
with  frefli  violence.     The  apprehenfions  entertained  from 
the  Slaves  had  been  allayed  by  the  eiFeds  of  the  Concordats 
but  the  Whites  no  fooner  found  themfelves  relieved  from 
the  terrors  of  immediate   deftru6i:ion5    than   they   availed 
themfelves  of  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  September ;  they 
formally  revoked  the  Concordat,  and  treacheroufly   refufed 
to  comply  with  an  engagement  to  which  they  owed  their 
very  exiftence.     The   People   of    Colour   were   in   arms; 
they    attacked    the   Whites    in    the    Southern    Provinces; 
they  poiTeiTed  themfelves  of  Fort  St.  Lewis,  and  defeated 
their    opponents    in    feveral    engagements.       A    powerful 
body  furrounded  Port-au-Prince,  the  capital  of  the  Ifland, 
and  claimed  the  execution  of  the  Concordat.'^    At  three  dif- 
ferent times  did  the  Whites  alTent  to  the   requifition,  and 
as    often    broke    their  engagement.       Gratified   v/ith   the 
prediledion  for  Ariftocracy  which  the  coiiftituent  Afiem- 
bly  had  in  its  dotage  avowed,  they  affeded  the  appelJatioa 
of  Patriots,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  transfer   the   popular 
odium  to  the  People  of  Colour,  who  were  contending  for 
their  indifputable  rights,  and  to  the  few   White  Colonifts 
who  had  virtue  enough  to   efpoufe  their  caufe.     Undev 
this  pretext,  the  municipality   of  Port-au-Prince  required 
M,   Grimoard,  the   captain  of  the  Boreas,  a  French  line 
of  battle   (hip,    to  bring   his  guns   to   bear  upon,  and  to 
cannonade  the  People  of  Colour  f  affembled  near  the  town  : 
he  at  liift  refufed,  but  the  crew  deluded  by  the  cry  of  Pa- 
triotifm,    enforced  his   comphance.     No   fooner   was  this 

*  La  Caufe  des  Troubles  eft  dans  I'infernalc  vaiiite  des  blancs,, 
qui  frois  fois  "ont  viole  un  Concordat,  que  trois  fols  ils  avoient 
jure  de  maintenir. 

Speech  of  Mr.  Brijfot^    \oth  Feb.    1792. 

f  Report  of  the  Colonial  Coniniittec,  29th  Feb.   1792. 
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meafure  adopted,  than  the  People  of  Colour  gave  a  loofc 
to  their  indignation ;  they  fpread  over  the  country,  and 
fet  fire  indifcriminately  to  all  the  Plantations  •,  the  greateit 
part  of  the  town  of  Port-au-Prince  foon  aftervv-ards  fhared 
the  fame  fate.  Nothing  feemed  to  remain  for  the  White 
Inhabitants  but  to  feek  their  fafety  in  quitting  the  Colony. 

In  the  Northern  Parts  the  People  of  Colour  adopted  a 
more  magnanimous  and  perhaps  a  more  prudent  condu<Sl.* 
**  They  bcgauy  fays  Mr»  Verniaud,  by  offering  their  blood  to 
**  the  Whites.  We  Jlmll  waity  faid  they,  till  we  have  faved 
«'  you^  before  we  ajjert  our  own  claims.''^  They  accordingly 
oppofed  themfelves  to  the  revolted  Negroes  v/ith  unex- 
ampled courage.  They  endeavoured  to  foothe  them  by 
attending  to  their  reafonable  requifitions,  f  and  if  the  Co- 
lony of  St.  Domingo  be  preferved  to  the  French  nation,  it 
will  be  by  the  exertions  of  the  People  of  Colour. 

After  this  recital  of  authentic  and  indifputable  fafrs,  is 
it  difficult  to  trace  the  caufes  of  the  Infurreftion  ?  Is  it 
to  the  Ainis  des  Noirs—to  the  Society  for  abolifhing  the 
Slave  Trade,  that  they  are  to  be  imputed  .'*  The  fenti- 
ments  of  Mr.  Briffot  are  thofe  of  all  the  true  friends  of  the 
Negroes  it"/  challenge^  faid  he,  the  authors  of  thefe  ca-- 
lumnies  to  Jpecify  a  f ingle  facl  againfl  the  Axviis  DES  NoiRS. 
/  nvill  bow  down  my  head  on  the  fcoffoldj  if  it  be  proved  that  I 
have  written  a  ftngle  line  to  the  Colonies^  or  have  fupporied 
any  relation  or  correfpondcnce  with  them  whatever.  I  nuifb 
the  fituatiofi  of  the  Negroes  "mitigated^  bid  not  at  the  e^penfe 
of  the  blood  of  my  brethren.  I  fhoiild  be  unworthy  of  the 
liberty  I  enjoy ^  if  I  could  advife  a  fmgle   Negre  •  to  rife  upon 

*   Speech  of  Mr.  Verniaud,    id  December,   1792. 

f  Dans  la  province  du  Nord  les  Hommes  de  Couleur,  a  Pcx-» 
ception  de  ceux  de  qtielques  paroilTes,  fe  font  comportes  aveo  la 
plus  grand  pradence  ;  toujonra  lis  fe  font  emprefles  de  combattre 
les  noirs :  toujours  ils  ont  montre  la  plus  grand  confiance  dans  les 
decrets  de  PAffembtce  Na.tionale.  Deux  d'entre  eux,  M.  M, 
Rouanet  &  Laforeft,  font  alles  dans  le  camp  des  revokes,  pour  v 
rsegocler  la  paix  ;  leur  zele,  les  foins  qu'ils  fe  font  doiines,  dans 
rette  occafion  font  au-deOus  dc  tout  elop-e. 

Report,  2^th  Feb.   I  yog. 

±  Speed)  of  Mr,  BrilTotj,  Nov.  q,   -79f» 
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.5w  Mafier  ;  and  it  is  detejlahk  that  they  ivho  know  my  prin- 
ciples  and  ihofe   of  M,    M.   Pet'ion^  Roberfpierre^  Gregoire^ 
Cfamere,     Condorcety  Jhould  be  the   authors   of  fitch   accufa^ 
tims."'     In  proportion   as  the   fources  of  thefe  calamities 
l^ave  been    more   diftinftly   traced,    the   White   Colonifts 
liave  felt   the  convidions   of   truth,    and   their  advocates 
iia.¥e  been  reluctantly  compelled  to  acknowledge  it.     On 
tfie   loth  of  February,     1792,    a   letter  was   read  in   the 
Marional    AfTembly,    from    Mr.   Poymonbrun,    a   Colonifl 
of  St.   DomiiigOj  in   which   he   attributes  the  troubles  to 
the  pride   of  fame   of  the   Whites^   ivho  refufed  to   admit  the 
Men  af  Colour  to  the  rights  of  adlive  citizens.     In   the   Re- 
port of  the  Colonird  Committee  of  the    12th  of  the   fame 
month,    they    fay,    "     Without  doubt  the    Colonifs  are  not 
exempt  from  all  reproach ;    hut  hecaufe  fonis   individuals  are 
culpahky     miifl  the   whole  population    be  facrificed?      Should 
even  that  culpability  affect   THE    MiijORiTY,  they  rnufl  in^ 
terefl  us   even  by   their  misfortunes^  and  call  upon   us  for  a 
moment  to  forget  their  errors  and  their  crimes.''^     May   their 
difoeJTes  be  alleviated  j  and  may  they  learn  humanity  from 
their  fufFerings ! 


By  the  lateft  accounts  from  St.  Domingo  it  appears  the 
apprehenfions  from  the  Negroes  have  ceafed ;  but  that  the 
inveterate  prejudices  of  the  Planters,  and  the  efFe^ls  of  a 
culpable  derelidion  of  principle  in  the  Conftituent  AlTem- 
Uj^  kill  continue  to  agitate  it.  The  difafers  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, fays  M.  Tarbe  (the  Reporter  for  the  Colonies)  * 
&ave  noi'j  their  principal  caufe  in  the  7nifunderjlanding  bc^ 
tween  the  Whites  and  the  Midattoes''  «  In  the  Northern 
FartSy  adds  he,  the  Men  of  Colour  have  joined  the  Whites, 
end  the  Negroes  are  either  reduced  or  rendered  incapable  cf 
further  mifchief  In  the  Weflern  Provinces  not  a  Negro  is 
in  rehelliony  but  the  Alen  of  Colour  have  poffeffed  them/elves  cf 
many  difriEiSy  and  occupy  the  plains.  The  Southern  Parts 
are  in  the  fame  fituation  :  the  Negroes  are  at  peace,  but  th^ 
People  of  Colour   exercife  the  greatejl   enormities,     f  In  one 

*  Report,   29th  February,  1792. 

t  Fn  un  mot,  dans  toute  la  Colonie,  il  n'y  avoit  plus  ncn  a 
craindre  des  revokes ;  tout  de  la  melintelligence  entre  les  blancs 
et  ks  gens  de  coulcur.      Report,   2<)th  Feb.    i'jg2. 
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word  J  adds  le,  throughout  all  the  colofiy  tlOTHlKG  is  to  le 
apprehended  frcm  the  Negroes  ;  EVERY  THING,  y/vm  the 
mifunderjlanding  between  the  Whites  md  the  People  cf 
Colour. 


Such  is  the  prcfent  fituation  of  this  Colony:  a  prev  to 
the  pride  and  to  the  prejudices  of  the  white  proprietors, 
not  to  the  violence  of  the  revolted  Negroes.  Whiift  the 
fears  arifing  from  the  latter,  are,  it  appears,  totally  allayed, 
the  former  are  flill  exerting  every  nerve  to  eiTecl  a  pur- 
pofe  that  can  only  end  in  their  own  ruin.  Chaftized,  but 
not  improved,  in  the  fchool  of  misfortune,  they  now  me- 
ditate a  new  outrage,  and  call  upon  the  parent  ftate  to  in- 
validate the  Concordat^  and  to  eftablifh  by  force  the  pre- 
tended decree  of  the  24th  of  September.  Shall  then  the 
advocates  of  peace,  irrationally  accufed  cf  the  moil  atro- 
cious defigns,  fhrink  from  the  queftion  fo  infolently  put 
to  them  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Colonies,  through  the 
medium  of  the  National  AiTembly  ?  or  Ihali  tliev  not 
anfwer  with  the  convidion  of  truth — Yes,  miftaken  men. 
*'  *  It  is  ycu  who  have  placed  fire  and  fword  in  the  hands 
of  your  Negroes.  //  is  you  that  have  lighted  the  torch 
that  has  deilroyed  your  plantations.  It  is  you  that  have 
fnarpened  the  daggers  that  h&ve  aifafBnated  your  brethren 
and  your  friends.  It  is  you  that  have  prompted  the  brutal 
paiTions  of  v/hich  your  females  have  been  the  haplefs 
victims  :  who  have  kindled  in  your  country  the  volcano 
which  has  already  covered  it  with  afhes,  and  will  perhaps 
reduce  it  to  nothing'." 


If,  however,    no    conclufions  can  be  drawn  from   the  I 

hiftory    of    thefe    diforders,    either    to   impeach  the  pro-  ' 

meters  of  the  Abolition   of  the   Slave  Trade,  or  to  deter  | 

the  Britifh  Parliament  from   daily   coniidering,  and  fully  \ 

deciding  on  that   important  meafure  ;    it    will   aitord   in-  | 

ll;ru6lion  of  a  different  nature.     Nourifhed   in   inveterate^  < 
and  it  wiii  be  feared,  irremediable  prejudices,  it  may  {hQ\r 

us,  that  the  Colonills  are  not  iht  befl  iudges  even  of  their  ?; 
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own  interefbs :  it  may  apprife  us  of  the  dangers  of  facri- 
ficing  general^  principles  of  fubftantial  jull:ice,  to  variable 
and  temporizing  expedients:  it  may  demonftrate  to  us, 
that  the  prefefvation  of  our  own  iflands,  from  fimilar 
difafters,  depends  on  the  early  adoption  of  meafures,  that 
whilfl  they  are  vigorous  and  decifive,  are  juil,  concihatory, 
and  humane  ;  and  may  caution  us,  that  where  we  choofe 
not^  to  impart  rhe  beamings  of  hope,  we  excite  not  the 
ragings  of  defpair» 
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1  N       T   H   E 

ISLAND     OF     St.     DOMINGO. 
BYM.     GARRANCOULON. 

Read  in  his  abfence  by  M.   Guadet  before  the  National  Affem^ 
bly,  29th  of  February,   1792. 


TH  E    accounts  received   of  the   difturbances  in   St^  I 

Domingo,    undoubtedly   leave   us  in   much  uncer*^  i 

tainty  ;  but  the  principal  fa£ts  are   unqueftionable.     They 
reduce  themfelves  to  a  fmall  number  of  important  and  in*-  \ 

conteftible  points.  We  ought  at  length  to  follow  our  own 
judgment  and  not  rely  upon  others.  It  is  by  examining  mat- 
ters maturely,  that  we  put  ourfelves  on  our  guard  againft  "  ;| 
the  fplrit  of  party  and  diilionefty,  which  have  frequently 
led  aftray  the  friends  of  liberty.  By  thefe  means,  the  ca- 
lumnious reports  which  have  been  propagated  againlt  the  :; 
Amis  des  Noirs  will  be  filenced.                                                                     \ 

The  infurr.e£lion  no  fooner  broke  out  than  it  was  attri" 
buted  to  the  Amis  des  Noirs.  Nothing  but  rage  and  weak- 
nefs  could  have   produced  fo  raih  an  accufation—rLet  them  j 

cite  a   fmgle   aflion,  a  fmgle   publication,  v/hich  has  pro-- 
voked  the  infurredioii.     We  furely  need  do  no  more  than  r 
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repeat  the  names  of  the  principal  members  of  this  afroci-^ 
tion  Meifrs  Mirabeau,  La  ^Rochefoucauit/"^^^^^^^ 
La  Fayette,  &c  m  order  to  do  away  thefc  calu'S 
An  affociation  formed  at  a  more  early  period  than  ours 
exifls  m  the  capital  of  Great  Britain.  Ever  fince  th^ 
formation  of  this  fociety,  philanthropick  attempts  hav.  in! 
ceffantly  been  the  objeas  of  its  cares.  Neverthelefs;  the 
Negroes  in  the  Engh&  Colonies  have  continued  to  bear 
tneir  yoke  with  -the  greateft  fubmiffion-If  then,  we  can 
,  at  preient  with  any  certainty   affign  a  caulb  to  the  troubles 

f  of  te  ^^T^ V  P^,  ^"^  ^^  ^"^^^"^^^  '^  ^h^  degradation 

.1  q        f  ^'?P^'  ^(  ^^'^"^^  ^^^^^^  ^h^"  to  a  Philanthropick 

I  ^^  which,  without  exciting  difturbances,  is   contin^lly, 

I  nI^I  ^^ht  r  '  '^'r%'^^'  enfranchilbment  of  th^ 

iNegroeo.  ^  The  Congrefs  itfelf  is  preparing  for  the  adon- 
tion  of  this  meafure  at  fome   future   period,  and   there   is 
only  one   of   the   American  States    where  the  traffick  is 
not  already  aboliflied.     Let  us  then  attribute  the  troubles 
to    tae    contagion   of  counter-revolution    principles;    and 
above  all,  to  tne   injuftice  of  which  the  Whites  have  been 
guilty  m  refufmg  to  let  the  Mulattoes  partake  of  the   blef- 
fings  of  liberty;  and  laftly,  to  the  culpable  neglea  of  the 
mforcement  of  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May      Have  we 
not,  m  tne  Conftituent  AiTembly,  feen   deferters  from  the 
Caufe  of  the  People   conned  themfelves  with  the  4rifto 
cracy  to  pave  the  xvay  for  the  repeal  of  that  decree,  by  pre- 
venting the   departure  of  the   Commiffioners?    And   does 
not  this^  evidently  prove   that  thofe  troubles  have  had  the 
lame  origin   as   tliofe   of  Avignon  and  the  camp  of  T^l^s  ? 
-LiKe  the  Avignonais  and  theLiegeois,  the  People  of  Colour 
wxre  opprefTed,  and  they  wifhed  to  become  free;  and  theie 
emotions  have  excited   m  the  minds   of  the  Ne;Troes  d- 
lame  defire  of  independence.     In   like  manner,  at  Pari7 
J^^nen   the   Bafiile   was  taken,  did  not  the  prifoners  in  thJ 
Chatelet  and   the  Bicetre,  break  their  fetters  ;    Thefe  un- 
civilized men    who  were  nearer  to  a  ftate  of  nature,  were 
j^ot  deaf  to  the  cries  of  liberty  wdiich  refounded  on  every 
fiue.     lerhaps    too,   the   Whites  have  themfelves   excited 
tne   cifcontent  of  their  Negroes:  as  we   faw  the  court  in 
1789,  wnen  it  had  an  army  under  its  command,  rejoice  in 
the  troubles  at  Paris,  and  as  the  King  of  Spain  was  pleafed 
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U  the  revolt  of  the  Portiiguefs ;  becaufc  k  afforded  an.  ar^t 
pretence  for  numerous  coiuifcations.  ^ 

At  St.  Domingo,  the  party  inimical  to  liberty  exi^caed 
a  counter-revolution,  diforder  and  civil  war  {for   a  'ccun^ 
ter-revolution  could  refuit  only-  from    a   general   confufionl 
and  the  men  of  this  party  fubilituted  the  black  cockade  m 
place  of  the  cockade  of  iiberty,  even  in  the  very  fight  of 
thQ  Colonial  AfTembly.     But  not  even   thefe   proofs  v.'ere 
neceffary  to   difcover  the   fchcnie  of  aiferting  their  iode-- 
peodence,  which  was   formed   by  the  planters  of  St  I)o» 
mingo   and   Martinico.     Before  \hefe    troubles    thev   had 
dared  to  decree,  as  a  conftitutional  article,  that  t^^e   efta- 
bliOinient  of  interior  regulations   belonged  to  the   coIoot 
alone.     Did    not    the    former    General    Affembly   of   the 
lliand  of  St.  Domingo  undertake  to  difband   the   army   of 
the  nation  ?     In  fine,  did  not  thefe  deputies,  in  the  nanie 
ot  t^ne  colonies,  threaten  France  with  a   feparation   fimilar 
to  that  which  has  taken  place  between   the   United   State* 
of  America  and  England  ?     Is  it  difficult  to  conc^iv-  that 
men  accuiiomed  to  defpife  their  fellow-men,  to  fubiu-.te 
them  under  the  yoke  of  their  defpotick  wills,  can  have'no 
greater^iove  for  their  country,  than  they  have  for  equali^ 
ty .      ihQic  xame  planters,  who  might  have  found  fo  many 
aavantages^  in    their  union  with  France,  and  whofe  depu^ 
ties  filled  tnemfelves  the  deputi.^  of  the  whole  nation,  pre^ 
tended  that  the  other  deputies  of  France  could  not  take  a 
Ihare   m   the  formation   of   their  laws;    whilft,  however 
theie  men  took  a  part  in  the  formation  of  ours,  their  de! 
puticseMecKa  feparation,  and  they  returned  only  to  r^- 

T^  'tf  T'\  "^^  '.^'  '^"^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^'^  Conftituent 
Aiiembiy,  which,  in  its  old  age,  fufFered  the  National  So- 
vereignty to  be  trampled  on,  yielded  to  their  fophifnis,  and 
pronounced  the  fatal  decree  of  the  24th  of  Sen^mWr  th' 
iole  caufe  of  all  the  difailers  of  St.  Domlro-n  '  ' 


In  truth  the  repeal  of  the  decree  of  the  irth  of  1\^.^ 
hau  not  taken  place  when  the  mfurreaion  of  the  Bl^H 
commenced  :  but  the  decree  had  been  palled  for  the  i^ 
Pf  hree  months,  without  having  been  entorced,  It'C! 
wen  known  what  ftruggies  patriotifm  had  made  in  orde  to 
Pbtam  It,  and  it  was  well  known  /A./  patriotifm  dimin  ih~ 
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ed  every  clay,  that  plots  were  formed  to  obtain  the  repeal 
of  this  decree,  and  that  culpable  hopes  were  founded  even 
on  the  difturbances  of  the  colonies. 

Thefe  Obfervations  which  point  out  the  caufe  of  the 
ffiisfcrtunes  of  St.  Domingo,  teach  us  that  we  ought  never 
to  fuffer  any  infringement  to  be  made  upon  the  National 
Sovereignty ;  much  lefs  upon  the  rights  of  univerfal  rea~ 
fon ;  they  ^each  us  that  we  ought  to  defend  the  planters 
themfelves  againft  their  obftinate  purpofe  of  lulling  them- 
selves alleep  to  their  own  deftru6lion,  amidft  the  preju- 
dices of  pride, — in  fine,  that  we  ought  to  naturalize  among 
them  the  chara6ler  of  citizen,  by  making  them  enjoy  the 
bleffings  of  the  revolution.  Let  us  then  afford  fuccour  to 
the  Whites,  fince  they  are  unfortunate,  let  us  grant  them 
all  the  alTiftance  that  lies  in  our  power.  You  would  not 
refafe  it  to  your  enemies  in  a  fimilar  fituation.  But,  here 
I  iiop — It  is  very  true,  that  our  mod  implacable  enemies 
WGuid  not  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  do  us  more  mif- 
chief :  I  will  not  mention  the  damage  which  they  have 
done  to  our  commerce,  at  a  time  when  it  had  already  ex- 
perienced a  confiderable  diminution— but  can  we  forget 
the  ilains  which  they  have  brought  upon  our  Revolution, 
the  progrefs  of  which  they  have  itopped  by  giving,  under 
the  reign  of  infant  liberty,  an  example  of  the  greatell  in- 
juftice,  by  placing  tyrannic  laws  by  the  fide  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  when  they  caufed  the  paffmg  of  the  De- 
cree of  the  24th  of  September  ? 

This  Decree  has  deeply  affli£led  all  the  friends  of  liber- 
p(.  Ought  we  to  let  it  ftand  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  proof 
of  extraordinary  weaRne.fs,  were  we  to  retain  this  law, 
which  people  have  the  audacity  to  term  a  co7iftitutional  law, 
although  it  was  enafted  after  the  ccnfutution  of  the  king- 
(dooij  and  even  after  the  conftitution  of  the  Colonies 
was  framed  ?  This  law  will  tend  to  render  the  Planters 
independent  of  their  French  creditors ;  and  ihall  we  fuffer 
the  fovereignty  of  twenty-five  millions  of  m.en  to  be  tram- 
pled on,  to  fupport  the  tyranny  and  all  the  caprices  of  un- 
reilrain^d  defpotifm  ?  Let  uie  White  Colonifts  at  lail 
know,  that  they  cannot  do  without  the  mother-country  i 
that  ilie  aione  can  free  them  from  the  misfortunes  into 
which  they  have  plunged  themfelves*  , 
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The  criminal  ufurpations  of  the  clergy  and  the  nobility, 
and  all  the  abufes  of  the  royal  power  ; — in  a  word,  ail 
kinds  of  difafters  would  follow  upon  the  Decree  of  the 
24th  of  September;  and  this  independence  would  make 
the  Colonies  the  centre  of  union  for  the  ariftocracy  and 
the  Counter-revolutionifts.  We  are  alTured,  that  none 
ef  the  reforms  which  the  Conilituent  Aflembly  has  made 
in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  have  been  enforced  at  St. 
Dom.ingo ;  that  the  moft  atrocious  proceedings  of  the  old 
government  are  llill  pra^lifed  there;  that  Oge  was  exa- 
mined on  the  fellettej  and  that  he  was  not  allowed  coun- 
fel.  It  is  at  leaft  evident,  that  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
that  guarantee  of  public  liberty,  the  lofs  of  v/hich  no- 
thing can  fupply,  has  been  profcribed ;  that  arbitrary  or- 
ders take  place  of  laws ;  that  Frenchmen  have  been  tranf- 
ported  without  a  trial,  and  under  falfe  pretexts;  that  a 
vefTel  has  been  forced  to  difpofe  of  its  cargo,  at  a  price 
fixed  at  arbitrary  difcretion.  This  is  what  the  Colonial 
Aflembly  has  done;  you  may  judge  what  it  v/oold  do  ia 
future  time,  were  it  inverted  with  independent  authority. 
The  minifter  of  the  marine,  after  a  long  declamation 
againil  the  Amis  des  Noir/,  and  the  People  of  Colour,  has 
already  propofed  to  you  a  plan  of  eftablifhuig  at  St.  Do- 
mingo, a  national  guard,  compofed  only  of  proprietors  j 
of  erecting  on  that  ifland  certain  fortreffes,  not  to  defend 
the  coaft,  but  to  be  made  ufe  of,  as  Rouffeau  fays,  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  country,  as  nejls  for  tyrants.  In  fine, 
if  the  Colonies,  rendered  independent  of  the  legiilative 
body,  were  to  be  connected  with  the  king  alone,  what  a 
means  of  confidence  would  the  executive  power  derive 
from  this  exclulive  right  of  giving  its  fancltion !  Being 
fupreme  chief  of  the  army,  he  could  ftill  enflave  it,  by 
fending  the  moft  patriotic  regiments  into,  the  iflands, 
under  pretence  of  eflablifliing  difcipline  there ;  but  in 
reality,  becaufe  in  this  exile,  they  would  in  vain  appeal 
to  the  prmciples  of  juftice  and  liberty. 

If,  however,  you  are  determined  to  declare  the  Colo- 
nies independent,  this  declaration  ought  not  to  be  made 
till  the  Decree  of  the  24th  of  September  has  been  re- 
pealed, otherwife  this  independence  would  be  extended  to 
the  Whites  alone,  vv'ho  would  preferve  the  means  of  per- 
petuating 
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petiiating  ariiiocracy.  Ameriea  emancip^ites  its  Colonies 
ss  foon  as  they  are  fuflicienlly  populous-  but  fhe  has  ex- 
prefsly  decreed,  4*hat  they  (hall  not  iniiitute  an  arbitrary 
government,  or  make  any  hw  in  contradi£tion  to  the 
Beclaratioo  of  Rights.  In  Greece,  the  parent  ftates, 
■when  they  allowed  their  Colonies  to  govern  therafehes, 
<iid  not  eiieem  themfelves  by  that  means  freed  from  the 
obligation  of  defending  the  citizens  of  thofe  Colonies 
againil  oppreilion.  This  reciprocal  ailiiiance,  which 
kindred  fhould  mutuaiiy  afford  each'  other,  we  ought 
now  to  give  to  the  citizens  of  Colour  at  St.  Domingo,  as 
\rell  as  to  the  Whites. 


The  Planters  hare  formed  a  projetl  of  afferting  their 
independence,  in  order  to  efi:abhfh  tyranny  beyond  the 
feas;  ^^.ue  oi^gkt  io  be  ivijer  than  they.  This  feparation 
might  lead  them,  to  their  ruin,  and  perhaps  would  not  be 
fo  eafy  a«i  they  imagine;  the  difpofitions  of  the  Englilh, 
of  Am.erica,  and  ftiil  more  their  ov/n  experience,  fliould 
convince  them  of  this.  If  it  be  pofTible  that  the  Colo- 
ifiies  could  be  happy  in  this  feparation,  on  this  fuppofition, 
the  parent  ftale  muft  reap  from  it  the  fame  advantages 
as  Price  predidled,  when  the  American  Colonies  fepa- 
xated  from  England.  The  commerce  of  England  with 
the  United  States  never  was  fo  flouridiiilg  as  it  has  been 
iince  their  feparation.  They  who  are  moft  incrufted  with 
the  lufl:  of  ancient  prejudices,  do  not  difpute  the  advan- 
tages of  this  independence.— On  this  fubjetf  there  is  onlv 
one  opinion.  But  fmce  our  Colonies  ilili^  ftand  in 
need  of  the  proteclion  of  the  mother-country,  fince  we 
are  obliged  to  protect  their  internal  freedom,  we  ought  to 
agree  to  the  laws  upon  which  this  liberty  is  founded. 
Diftance  does  not  prevent  the  National  Aflembly  from 
making  laws  concerning  their  external  regulations;  and 
fince  the  king  can  refufe  to  give  his  fanftion  to  the  laws 
for  their  internal  government,  why  fliould  not  thefe  latter 
laws  be  like  wife  fubmitted  to  the  approbation  of  the  ie- 
gillativs  body?  The  laws,  under  the  empire  of  reafon, 
oua:ht  no  longer  to  be  the  refult  of  ancient  rireiudices 
refpeclfully  accumulated,  but  the  greater  the  riumber  of 
enlightened  underftandings  which  concur  in  their  forma'- 
lion,  the  nearer  do    they  approach   to  perfedlion.     Why 

would 
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would   the  Colonies  prefer  the   Feta  of  the  king,  to  the 
opinion  of  the  popular  reprefentatives  of  eighty-three  de^ 
partments,  efpecially  when  this  veto  is  not  fubordinate  to 
the  uniform  will  of  three  iegiflatures  ?  Would  they  choofe 
rather  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  will  of  a  miniiler  who  will  al- 
ways be  ambitious  to   augment  his  authority  ?  If  /^^s  ^^ 
their  wifti,  why  do  they  addrefs  themfeives  to  the  Na- 
tional  Affembly,    requefting    our   affiftance  ?     Is    it    not  j 
-ridiculous  to  fee  them  aiking  the  reprefentatives  ot  a  tree  j 
people  to  fupport  an  arbitrary  government— a  government  • 
alien  to  our  laws,  and  contrary  to  our  conftitution  . 

•k  ^ 

Our  fleets,  our  armies,  the  produft  of  our   contribU" 

tions,  are   no  longer,  as  they  formerly  were,  the   patn-  | 

mony  of  the  monarch— they  belong  to  the  nation  •,  they  ] 

ought  not  to  be  made  ufe  of,  except  for  the  benefit  of  the  i 

nation,  and   conform.ably   to   the   conftitution.     The  king 

can  require  obedience  from  the  troops  of  France,  only  m  | 

the  name  of  the  French  laws,  made  by  the  repreientatives  | 

of  the  French  people,  and  our  armies   are  by  no  means  ( 

fubjed  to  the  laws  of  the   Colonies.     If  circumfances  did  , 

not  permit  us  to  enfranchije  the  Negroes,  nothing  could  au-  i 

thorife  us   to  Jet   up  as  confi'itutlonal  principles  the  temporary  \ 

weafures  ivhich  prudence   might  have  Juggefied  to  leglflatofs. 

This  is  the  reafon  why  there  exifts  not  in  the  American 

conftitutions  a  fnigle   article   that  gives  a  fan6lion  to  ila- 

very,    and    the    framers    of   this   conftitution,  themielves 

proprietors  of  Slaves,  perceived  that  they  muft  leave  to  the  | 

maturity   of    time,  to  the   progrefs  of  underftandmg  and.  j 

manners!  the  confummation  of  the  deftruaion  of  flavery.  ; 

On  the  contrary,  a  propofal  is  made  to  you,  to  annul  tne 

Concordat,  or  to  temporize  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  j 

Whites  the  means  of  annulling  it  by  force. 

I  know  not  what  can  be  expeaed  from  thefe  dilatory  , 

meaAires,  unleis  the  involving  in  freih  mlleries,  the  Whites^  | 

who  have   with  difficulty  efcaped  from  the  fury  of  the  re-  \ 

volted  Negroes.     Will  any  one  dare  to  aii^rt,    thatthe  : 
Decree  of  the  24th  of  September,  of  which  they  wiih  to 

"  avail  themfeives,  is  a  conftitutional  article  ?  | 

Let   the    French   Conftitution  aniwer  this  queftion— a  j 

Conftitution,  all  the  principles  of  which  it  coutradids^  1 
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Let  the  Conditutional  Decree  of  the  15th  of  IVlay  laft 
aijiwer  it,— aii  the  provifions  of  which  it  has  infringed. 
V/e  can  hardly  imagine,  that  the  Conftituent  /^fTembly, 
not^^'ithaancing  ^W  iis  power,  could  deprive  a  numerous 
dais  of  free  and  proprietary  citizens  of  their  civil  rights^ 
eipecially.  without  having  fummoned  or  heard  them.  If 
tne.exciu(]ve  Lnuatlre  jiad  been  granted  to  the  Colonies  on 
the  15th  of  May,  it  is  evident,  that,  after  this  Decree, 
tne  Conibtuent  AflembJy  could  no  longer  njake  laws  con- 
cerning the  civil  exigence  of  any  clafs  of  men,  without 
havmg  been  formerly  authorized  fo  to  do  by  the  Colonial 
AiTembhes.  , 

In  vain  will  it  be  objeded,  that   an  article  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  declares,  t]iat  the   Colonies,  although   they  form 
a  part  of  the  French  empire,  were  not  comprized   in   the 
conftitutional  laws  of  France. — What  contiuiion   fhall  we 
draw   from   this?  that   the   ccnftituticnariaw  of  the  i^th 
of  May,  not  having  been   repealed  by  this  article,  cannot 
have  been  repealed  fmce   the  completion   of  the   conftitu- 
tion.     I  muft  obferve,  that  the   king  having  accepted  the 
French  Conftitution,  and  that  formed  on  the  15th  of  May 
for  i\^  Colonies;  the    Conftituent    AfTembly    could    not 
trouble   his  throne   with   a   new   condition,  which   would 
occafion  a  lofs  of  rights,  and  if  a  refufal  of  accepting  the 
Decree  of  the  24th  of  September  would   not  have  occafi- 
oned   a   lofs  of  rights ;  it  follows   of  courfe,  that   it   was 
not    conftitutional.      The     Conftituent    Aliembly    might 
f educe  to  principles  the  Conftitutional  laws  which   it  had 
already  made,  but  it  could  not  make  laws  of  a  -'contrary 
mature. 

Could  we  oblige  the  king,  who  had  juft  fworn  that  he 
would  maintain  liberty  and  equality,  to  enforce  a  confti- 
tution which  deprives  a  numerous  clafs  of  men  of  the 
rights  which  nature  gives  them  }  Is  it  not  evident  that  his- 
acceptance  of  this  decree  could  not  have  given  it  vaHdity  .? 
and  that,  as  an  a6t  of  the  legiflative  power,  it  is  null, 
fmce  it  I'as  not  gone  through  the  fo-rmalities  prefcribed  by 
the  conftitution.  Let  us  proceed  to  the  examination  of  its 
contents :  In  the  conftitution  we  fee  that  privilecres  no 
longer  exift  in  any  part  of  the  French  Empire -,  thac  the 
national  fovereignty  is  iadivifible  and  hereditarily  delegated 

to 
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to  the  reigning  family  ;  that  the  colonies  are  eflcntial-^ 
ly  a  pan  of  the  French  empire  It  was  upon  thefe  prin-f 
ciples  alone  then  that  the  Conilituerit  Aflerably  could  de- 
termine concevning  the  conuitiitjon  of  the  colonies.  Nc- 
i^ertheiefs,  their  independence  is  declared  in  fach  a  man- 
ner by  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  September  that  they  a^e 
freed  from  the  authority  of  the  legiilative  body,  and  even 
from  the  authority  of  the  conftitaent  aiiembHes ;  and  a's 
the  regal  power  is  not  comprifed  in  thir,  decree,  the  con- 
fequence  is  chat  the  colonies  might  choofe  a  kjng  for  them- 
feives;,  but  they  will  hardly  imagine  them.felves  indepen- 
dent of  the  authority  of  that  inefcimable  article  of  the  de- 
claration of  rights,  which  allows  infurreclion  and  refift- 
ance  againfi:  oppreinoii. 

I  may  now  confirm  the  timorous  confcicnces  of  thofe 
who  have  alTerted  that  they  wiflied  for  the  repeal  of  the 
decree  of  the  24th  of  September,  but  were  afraid  of  infringe 
*  ing  upon  a  conditutionai  law.  But  neither  the  people^ 
who  muft  ratify  all  conilitutions,  nor  the  Conilituent  Af» 
fembly,  nor  even  the  executive  power^  have  ever  looked 
-,    upon    this  dec.ree\as   tiH^Jy   b^iilitutional.     The'^'Coiiiti- 

""luent  AiTembly  did  rtot'prefef^t^^r  the  acceptanc'e  of  the 
Kiog^^  and  had  it  been  conflitutioFial,  all  the  citizens,  and 
particularly  the  deputies  of  this  affemblyj  whofc  |owers  it 
would  have  limitedjt  n.\ufi:  have  fworn  that  they  woai(l'-^<il: 
in  conformity  to'- it/'^'-'When  you.  have  produced  from  yo»r 
archieves  tiie  cjuJJitidional  atf^  how  happens  it  tliat  not  one 
voice  has  ever  been  raifed  to  demand  that  the  decree  of 
the.  24th  (^  September  alfo  fiiauld  be  brought  to  the  Tri-. 
bu?ie  P  This  decree  had  been   too'%£cendy  paffed,  too  lad  ly 

■^renowned  to  be  forgottj-n  j  and  ir%i-e  nation  had  not  re- 
fufed.to  ratify  it,  whenca%«a&mi:s  it  that  amon-;^  the  loyal 
addreffes  which  have  been  pref^nted  to  the  CeniliL'.ient 
^  Aiiembjy  there  has  not  been  a  iingle  one  in  favour  of  this 
Cx-zzmzt  The  univerial  feelings,  the  fpon.aneous  judgiiient 
of  all  the  citizens,  are  better  proofs  than  all  the  Uibtietiej) 
of  argument,  that  this  decree''  is  not  conftitutlonaL  Had 
jt  been  lb  elieemed  by  the  executive  power,  the  minhler 
of  the  marine  would  not  have  propoied  to  yjn  different 
laws  for    the    internal    governnaent   of   St.  Dominp-o,  for 


inihnce,    for,  the  eilabhiliment   of  hired   v-uards,    and  ol 
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forts  to  be  erected  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  Gountry. 
Let  us  then  declare,  that  this  decree  is  an  infringement  on 
the  fovereignty  of  the  nation  ;  we  fiibmit  not  to  it  either 
as  citizens  or  defpotics  ;  but  as  men  we  ought  to  deteft 
it. 

Mr.  Garan  Coulon  then  prepared  the  form  of  a  decree 
abrogating  that  of  the  24th  of  September;  declaring  a 
general  amnefty  throughout  the  colony,  ena6ting,  that 
the  Colonial  Aflemblies  fliould  be  formed  purfuant  to  the 
decree  of  the  1 5th  of  May,  that  they  (hould  give  their  fen- 
timents  on  the  fubje^l  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
colonies,  and  on  the  bell  method  of  effefting  the  Aboliti- 
on of  Negro  Slaveryo 
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P   E  N   D   I  X. 


Since  the  preceding  Inquiry  was  printed.  Advice  has 
been  received,  that  the  National  Assembly, 
on  the  2^th  inftant,  faffed,  almojl  unanimoujly,  the 
fillowing  DECREE  refpeding  the  Colonies. 


THE  National  AlTembly  a,cknowkdges  and  decrees^ 
that  the  People  of  Colour  and  Free  Negroes  ought 
to  enjoy  the  equality  of  political  rights,  as  well  as  the 
Whites,  in  confequence  of  which  it  decrees  as  follows. 

Article  I.     Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the 

prefent  decree,  they  (hall  proceed,    in  every  one   of  the 

French  Colonies  in  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Hands, 

to  the  re-ele'aion  of  the  Colonial  and  Municipal  Affem- 

blies,  after  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  decree  of  the  8th 

of  March,    1790,    and  the  inftruaions  of   the  National 

Afiembly  of  the  2;8th  of  the  fame  month. 
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II.  The  People  of  Colour,  and  Free  Negroes  fiiall  be 
admitted  to  vote  in  all  the  Primary  and  Eleaoral  Afiem- 
bhes,  and  {hall  be  eligible  to  all  places,  provided  they  pof- 
fefs  befides,  the  qualifications  prefcribed  by  the  4th  article 
of  the  inftriiaions  of  the  28th  of  March. 

# 

III.  Three  Civil  Commiffioners  Ihall  be  named  for  the 
Colony  of  St.  Domingo,  and  four  for  the  Illands  of  Gua- 
daloope,  St.  Lucia,  and  Tobago. 

^IV.  Thefe  Commiflioners  Ciall  be  authorifed  to  dif. 
folve  the  prefent  Colonial  AiTembiies,  to  take  every  mea- 
fure  neceflary  for  accelerating  the  Convocation  'of  the 
Pnmary  and  Eleaorai  AfTemblies,  and  therein  to  efta- 
bhOt^  union,  order,  and  peace:  as  well  as  to  determine 
pioYifionally  (referving  the  power  of  appeal  to  the  Nation. 
al  AiTembly)  upon  every  queftion  which  may  arlfe  con- 
cerning the  regularity  of  convocations,  the  holding  of 
siTeniblies,  the  form  of  eleaions,  and  the  eligibility  of 
citizens, 

V.  They  are  equally  authorifed  to  prpcure  every 
information  pofhble,  m  order  to  difcover  the  authors  of 
tlie  troubles  in  St.  Domingo,  and  their  continuation,  if 
they  have  continued ;  to  fecure  the  perfons  of  the  guilty, 
and  put  them  under  arreft,  and  to  fend  them  over  to 
France,  there  to  be  put  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,  by  virtue 
of  a  decree  of  the  legiflative  body,  if  that  be  found  ne- 
cefiary.         i 

^  VI.  The  Civil  Commiffioners  {liail  be  obliged  for 
tills  purpofe,  to  addrefs  to  the  National  Aircmbly  a  difpatch 
iti  form,  of  the  verbal  procelTes  which  they  may  have 
Blade,  and  of  the  declarations  they  may.  have  received, 
concerning  the  accufed  perfons  aforefaid, 

^\l^^^  National  Aflembly  authorifes  the  Civil 
Commifeners  to  dem.and  the  publick  force,  whenever 
thcf  thihk  meet,  either  tor  their  own  fifety,  or  for  the 
csecEitiak  of  orders  they  may  grve,  by  virtue  of  thc.pre^ 

jcedm^  Articles. 
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VIII.  The  Executive  Power  is  directed  to  fend  a  fuf£- 
cient  force  into  the  Colonies,  which  is  compofed  in  great 
meafure  of  National  Guards. 

IX.  The  Colonial  AlTemblies,  immediately  after  their 
formation  and  inftallation,  fhall  iflue,  in  the  name  of  each 
Colony  refpe6tively,  their  particular  judgment  refpecling 
that  Conftitution,  thofe  laws,  and  the  adminiftration  of 
them,  which  will  promote  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of 
the  people  j  conformhig  themfelves  neverthelefs  to  thofe 
general  principles  by  which  the  Colonies  and  Mother- 
Country  are  conneded,  and  which  their  refpe6Hve  in- 
terefts  are  fecured,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  8th  March^ 
1790,  and  the  iniiru£lions  of  28th  fame  month. 

X.  The  Colonial  AlTemblies  are  authorized  to  nominate 
Reprefentatives  to  deliver  their  judgment  to,  and  unite 
themfelves  with  the  Legillative  Body,  in  numbers  propor- 
tionable for  every  Colony,  which  ihail  be  immediately  de- 
termined by  the  National  AlTembly,  according  to  the  Re- 
port which  its  Colonial  Committee  is  dire<5led  to  make. 

XI.  Former  decrees  refpedting  the  Colonies  (liall  be  in 
force  in  every  thing  not  contrary  to  the  prefent  Decree, 
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